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Preface 
 
 

 
In order to proceed in a timely fashion, this Program of Studies/Course 
Registration Offerings was prepared by the Mansfield High School Administration 
and teaching staff based on the current conditions.  Due to the economic 
uncertainties within the town of Mansfield and the impact that might be felt in the 
school district, the course offerings presented here are subject to review, revision, 
change and deletion. 
 
It is highly likely that the high school will not be able to offer all the elective 
opportunities that we have offered in the past.  Please understand that a student’s 
selection of a course does not guarantee the availability of that course for the 2010-
2011 school year. 
 
Due to scheduling constraints, multiple trimester courses may be taught by a 
different teacher each trimester.  Maintaining subject continuity and curriculum are 
of paramount importance.  We will make every effort to offer as many course 
offerings as possible by trying to utilize our faculty in the most efficient manner 
possible. 
 
 
 

A full Grade 9-12 Program of Studies can be accessed online at 
www.mansfieldschools.com/mhs. 

 



  
A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 
 
Dear Students, 
 
This booklet has been prepared to help you make the important choices regarding the courses you will take during 
your next year of high school. Enrolling in classes that support your future plans and goals is extremely important.  
Please examine closely the offerings described in this Program of Studies booklet and consult with your parent(s), 
teachers, and counselor before making your selections.  Effort, personal interests, willingness to accept the 
challenge to study and learn, and career goals, should be the criteria used to select courses. 
 
Dr. Joseph Maruszczak 
Principal 
 

MANSFIELD HIGH SCHOOL MISSION 
 
Our mission at Mansfield High School is to promote the intellectual, aesthetic, emotional, physical, and social 
development of our students through a broad-based curriculum implemented by a dedicated faculty and staff.   We 
provide all of our student’s opportunities to acquire the values, knowledge and skills that will enrich their lives, aid 
them in achieving their full potential, and help them to become lifelong learners who can contribute positively to our 
ever changing society. 

 
CORE BELIEFS 

 
At Mansfield High School we believe that:  
·  All students can learn. 
·  Student learning is the chief priority of the school. 
·  Students learn best when actively engaged in the learning process. 
·  Curriculum and instructional practices incorporate a variety of learning strategies to accommodate differences 

in learning styles. 
·  Students apply their learning in meaningful contexts. 
·  Challenging expectations and appropriate opportunities for success increase student performance. 
·  Exceptional students require special services and resources. 
·  Students can learn to make appropriate and informed decisions. 
·  Tolerance can develop through an understanding of cultural diversity and individual differences. 
·  Parents, students, and teachers must work together to maximize student achievement.  
 
 

MANSFIELD HIGH SCHOOL EXPECTATIONS 
 
 

Academic Expectations  
Mansfield High School students will: 
·  Read and listen effectively. 
·  Write and speak clearly, factually, persuasively, and creatively. 
·  Observe, gather, organize, analyze and interpret data to develop and test a hypothesis. 
·  Responsibly use computers and other technologies to obtain, organize, and communicate information. 
·  Use the arts to develop intellectual, aesthetic, communication, and social skills. 



·  Meet the demands of a changing society by demonstrating the appropriate skills and knowledge base for career 
and/or a college preparation. 

 
Civic Expectations 
Mansfield High School students will: 
·  Learn to be responsible and accountable in their decision-making. 
·  Come to understand the foundations, principles, and institutional practices of the United States as a 

representative democracy and constitutional republic in order to participate intelligently, justly, and responsibly 
in civic life and in deliberation of local, national, and international issues. 

·  Acquire the ability to collect, analyze, and evaluate information in order to make decisions that positively 
impact their school and their community. 

·  Understand the effects of their actions on themselves, on their school, and on their community. 
·  Develop an interest and a desire to become involved in the issues of their school, of their community, and of the 

world in which they live. 
 
Social Expectations 
Mansfield High School students will: 
·  Observe the rules and regulations governing Mansfield High School. 
·  Take responsibility for their actions. 
·  Treat each other and all members of the school community with respect and courtesy. 
·  Mediate their conflicts. 
·  Respect school property and the property of all members of the school community. 
·  Participate in extracurricular activities. 
·  Come to class on time and prepared to work.  
·  Seek help (from administration, teachers, guidance staff, nurse and other support staff) during times of 

difficulty. 
·  Be tolerant of people different from themselves. 
 

ACCREDITATION STATEMENT 
 
Mansfield High School is accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges, Inc., a non-
governmental, nationally recognized organization whose affiliated institutions include elementary schools through 
collegiate institutions offering post-graduate instruction. 
 
Accreditation of an institution by the New England Association indicates that it meets or exceeds criteria for the 
assessment of institutional quality periodically applied through a peer group review process.  An accredited school 
or college is one which has available the necessary resources to achieve its stated purposes through appropriate 
educational programs, is substantially doing so, and gives reasonable evidence that it will continue to do so in the 
foreseeable future.  Institutional integrity is also addressed through accreditation. 
 
Accreditation by the New England Association is not partial but applies to the institution as a whole.  As such, it is 
not a guarantee of the quality of every course or program offered, or the competence of individual graduates.  
Rather, it provides reasonable assurance about the quality of opportunities available to students who attend the 
institution. 
 
Inquiries regarding the status of an institution's accreditation by the New England Association should be directed to 
the administrative staff of the school or college.  Individuals may also contact the Association: 
 

COMMISSION ON PUBLIC SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
NEW ENGLAND ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES 

209 BURLINGTON ROAD 
BEDFORD, MA  01730-1433 

(781) 271-0022 



SUMMARY OF REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO STUDENT RECORDS 
In January 1975, the State Board of Education adopted regulations pertaining to Student Records.  The 
regulations are designed to insure parents' and students' rights of confidentiality, inspection, amendment, 
and destruction of student records, and to assist school authorities in their responsibility for the 
maintenance of student records. 
 
The regulations divide the record into two sections: the transcript and the temporary record.  The 
transcript includes only the minimum information necessary to reflect the student's educational progress.  
This information includes name, address, course titles, grades, and grade level completed.  The transcript 
is kept by the school system for at least sixty years after the student leaves the school. 
 
The temporary record contains other useful information maintained by the school about the student as 
he/she proceeds through the system.  This may include such items as standardized test results, class rank 
and quality point average, letters of recommendations, student resumes (if provided), evaluations, 
comments by teachers or counselors, and other similar information pertinent to student progression. The 
temporary record is destroyed five years after the student leaves school. 
 
Massachusetts law (General Laws Chapter 71, Section 34H) specifies procedures that govern access to 
student records by parents who do not have physical custody of their children.  For more information, 
please contact the school administration. 
 
A parent or a student, who has entered the ninth grade or is at least 14 years old, has the right to inspect 
all portions of his or her school record upon request. 

 
TITLE IX AND CHAPTER 622 

Mansfield High School does not discriminate by sex in any of its educational programs as stated in Title 
IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, P.L. 92-318 and Chapter 622 of the Acts of 1971. 

 
COURSE SELECTION PROCESS 

Proper course selection creates the foundation for a successful high school career. Courses should be 
chosen with a great deal of thought and care. At Mansfield High School, the Course Selection Process is 
given the utmost priority by our faculty and administration. The process requires input and cooperation 
from students, parents, teachers and guidance counselors. 
 
Any future plans that a student may hold will only become reality if proper courses were selected while in 
high school.  Courses should be selected with the intent of achieving academic success while challenging 
individual personal development.  
 
Students and parents considering college should understand that colleges vary greatly in selectivity. The 
basic course requirements at different colleges can also vary greatly because of their differing levels of 
selectivity. When considering colleges, students and their parents should be aware of each school’s 
academic requirements. Realizing that plans can change as one progresses through high school, students 
and parents should consult with the guidance staff as their plans do change. Students should always be 
aware of the minimal entrance requirements that the institution they would desire to attend may have. 
 
Careful attention should be given to course levels and the overall difficulty of a schedule. Students 
will be allowed to make changes in their courses after the selection process has been completed. 
After school year’s end, changes made without the consult of those who can offer information; i.e., 
teachers and counselors, might not meet with best success.  A student wishing to make a change 
after the opening of school will follow the Withdrawal from Class procedure, which is outlined in 
the handbook. Consideration for withdrawing from a class will only begin after the current 
classroom teacher has had adequate time to make an accurate assessment of a student’s ability in 
their course. 



DESCRIPTION OF COURSE LEVELS 
 
Advanced Placement Courses are formally recognized as Advanced Placement (AP) by the 

Educational Testing Service and culminate with an AP examination. 
 
Honors Courses contain highly challenging material, presented at an accelerated and 

more intensive pace than college preparatory courses. Honors courses require 
advanced reading, writing, verbal, conceptual, mathematical and study skills as 
well as extensive outside preparation. 

 
College Preparatory Courses prepare students to continue their education at the college level. These 

courses require well developed reading, writing, verbal, conceptual, 
mathematical and study skills, as well as substantial outside preparation. 

 
Comprehensive Courses prepare students to continue their education at two-year colleges, or for 

the work place. Comprehensive  courses develop reading, writing, verbal,  
 conceptual, mathematical and study skills through a variety of classroom 

activities and may require outside preparation. 
 
 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT – EXPANDED DESCRIPTION 
 
The Advanced Placement (AP) program provides high schools with an opportunity to offer college level 
courses to qualified high school students.  These challenging and stimulating courses take more time and 
require more work than traditional high school courses.  They also give greater opportunity for individual 
progress and accomplishment and allow for greater depth of study. Advanced Placement courses also 
offer an opportunity to gain advanced placement and/or college credit to students when they enter college. 
Currently, MHS offers the following AP courses: Calculus, Computer Science, Physics, Biology, 
American History, AP European History, French and Spanish Language, English Language and 
Composition, English Literature and Composition, and AP Art History.  
 
As of January 2007, The College Board requires every AP course to submit a syllabus for audit.  This 
audit insures that the class meets the required rigor and allows Mansfield High School to be declared as 
AP certified.  Profiles of expectations follow each course description and should be carefully reviewed 
before a student seeks registration.  Once a student has been allowed to register, he/she must check with 
respective department chairs for summer reading requirements. 

 
In order for students to register for AP course(s), they must have the recommendation of the subject area 
Department Chairperson.  Because of the rigorous academic expectations associated with AP courses in 
and outside of the classroom, students may pursue a maximum of 3 AP courses in their junior year and 4 
in their senior year.  It is the expectation that students electing any AP course must complete the course in 
its entirety.  Students enrolled in an AP class will not be permitted to drop the course once the enrollment 
process is complete. 
 
The AP exam represents the conclusion of any AP course. It is expected each student will take the AP 
exam.  Since the AP exam is the culmination of the course, a final exam would be redundant.  In lieu of a 
final, juniors must participate in a final project that will substitute for a traditional final exam. If a student 
declines to take the AP exam, they will be required to take a final exam in that course. 
 
The College Board creates and scores the AP exams, and charges Mansfield High School for each exam 
administered.  This fee, determined by the College Board, is passed along to the student. A budget plan to 
pay for this expense is available.  There is also financial aid available for those who qualify.  If a parent 
believes they have financial need, they must inform the AP Coordinator well in advance of the exam. 



 
PLANNING TO REGISTER FOR ADVANCED PLACEMENT CLASSES ? 

 
 
 
Consider the following: 
 
 
·  They are available to ALL students (Gr. 11 & 12); 

 
·  Typical grade 11 choices are AP English Lang/Comp, AP Biology, and AP US History. 
 
·  Grade 12 offers greater AP opportunities because more prerequisites have been achieved, 

however, students will be required to make choices -- student demands, as well as sections 
offered, affect opportunity. 

 
·  Knowing prerequisites and expectations early in a student’s high school career (grade 10) is 

highly recommended. 
 
·  You are urged to review the AP Profile as outlined by each academic discipline.  The 

syllabus of each class, which is reflective of a first year college course, is rigorous and 
demanding.  The minimum standard is set by the College Board.  Previous knowledge, work 
ethic, and time management is a requirement in all Advanced Placement level classes. 

 



GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

Grade 
Class of 

9 
2014 

10 
2013 

11 
2012 

12* 
2011 

Number of credits that 
must be earned 

132 132 130 132 

Number of courses that 
must be taken and passed: 

    

English**  4 4 4 4 
Mathematics 3 3 3 3 
Social Studies 3 3 3 3 
Science 3 3 3 3 
Wellness / Physical Ed. 2 2 2 2 

 

*   Seniors must earn a minimum of 28 credits in their senior year to graduate. 
 

** The four English courses that satisfy this requirement are exclusive of electives. 
All students must pass MCAS tests in order to receive a diploma. 

 
Except for Seniors, students will not be allowed to enroll in two required English courses within the same 
school year.  Providing the student meets the eligibility requirement, failures must be made up in summer 
school before a student is able to proceed to the next appropriate English course.   
 
Every student must earn a minimum of 132 credits (out of a possible 150 or 88%) to graduate, with the 
exception of the class of 2011 whose minimum requirement is 130 credits.  Class placement is determined 
by the number of years that a student has attended high school. Transferring students will have their 
previous school’s transcript evaluated and graduation will be based upon the same 88% standard. 
 
NOTE TO GUIDANCE STAFF DO NOT INCLUDE IN BOOK 
(I eliminated the last sentence of the first paragraph requiring evening school English for seniors who 
need to double up as we cannot require students to pay for evening school.) 
 
 

WITHDRAWAL FROM CLASS 
 
Transferring or withdrawing from a course can be a difficult and disruptive process. Once a trimester 
begins, there is no guarantee that a request for withdrawal or transfer from a class can be honored, given 
that alternative options do not always exist. A change in schedule often affects more than just the class in 
question. 
 
To initiate a change, students must ask for a Course Change Request Form from the teacher of the class 
they wish to exit. Responsibility for filling out the form and getting the appropriate signatures lies with 
the student. Once the student has a completed form, they should bring it to their guidance counselor who 
will advise and counsel them as to possible options and consequences of a change. The counselor will 
then forward the form to the principal who will make the final decision. 
 
The principal will review the request and schedule a conference with student, parents, teachers and 
guidance counselor if the request is to be examined. The following criteria must be met in order for this 
change to be considered. They are: 
1. The student has actively participated in class. 
2. The student has completed all assigned homework and class projects. 
3. The student has sought additional help outside of the regularly scheduled class time. 
 
A change, even if approved, cannot always be granted. When the proposed course has been closed due to 
class size or a change would create a conflict in a student’s schedule, the intended change cannot be 
granted. 



RANK IN CLASS 
 
The joint committee of the National Association of Secondary School Principals and the American 
Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admission Officers, and the Massachusetts Board of Higher 
Education, recommend the following procedures be followed when determining a student’s rank in class. 
Courses can differ substantially in their level of academic challenge, and thus are weighted accordingly. 
Mansfield High School uses a student’s course-weighted rank in class to report academic achievement to 
colleges, to determine the school’s valedictorian and salutatorian, and to establish eligibility for all other 
awards that require rank in class.  
 
To receive consideration for and to be selected as Mansfield’s valedictorian or salutatorian, a student  
must attend Mansfield High School for a minimum of four semesters, and one of these four semesters 
shall be the first semester of senior year. Rank in class determined after the completion of the sixth 
semester shall be reported to colleges. Rank in class determined after the completion of the 2nd trimester 
shall be used to determine the school’s valedictorian and salutatorian for the Class of 2011. 
 
Calculating the course-weighted GPA is accomplished in five steps.  
1. Convert each final grade to the College Prep 4.0 scale described below. 
2. Weight the final grades in accordance with the level of difficulty of the course.  0.5 is deducted from 

grades earned in comprehensive level courses, 0.5 is added to grades earned in Honors level courses, 
and 1.0 is added to grades earned in Advanced Placement courses. 

3. Multiply the adjusted grade by the credits earned in the course.  
4. Take the total product from (3) and divide by the number of credits attempted. 
5. The quotient is the student’s course-weighted GPA. 
6. The chart that is found on the next page describes the conversions. 
 
 

100 = 4.0   91 = 3.8   82 = 2.9   73 = 2.0 
  99 = 4.0   90 = 3.7   81 = 2.8   72 = 1.9 
  98 = 4.0   89 = 3.6   80 = 2.7   71 = 1.8 
  97 = 4.0   88 = 3.5   79 = 2.6   70 = 1.7 
  96 = 3.9   87 = 3.4   78 = 2.5   69 = 1.6 
  95 = 3.9   86 = 3.3   77 = 2.4   68 = 1.4 
  94 = 3.9   85 = 3.2   76 = 2.3   67 = 1.3 
  93 = 3.9   84 = 3.1   75 = 2.2   66 = 1.2 
  92 = 3.8   83 = 3.0   74 = 2.1   65 = 1.0 

 
Any grade falling at 64 or below is a failing grade and earns 0.00 credit. 



COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY ADMISSION STANDARDS 
 
The admission standards for Colleges and Universities vary from school to school.  In general, all schools 
of higher learning emphasize a strong academic high school preparation to insure the student’s readiness 
to meet their learning challenges.  The more selective the college or university, the greater the expectation 
regarding academic background and the high school course of studies chosen by the student. 
 
In December of 1995, The Massachusetts Board of Higher Education adopted higher admission standards 
for all of the Commonwealth’s four-year public institutions.  Meeting these standards are only minimum 
requirements and does not guarantee admissions. Final admission decisions rest on a variety of factors. 
Students should challenge themselves academically and take advantage of all opportunities their high 
school provides. 

Academic Course Requirement 
(according to the MBHE) 

 
Sixteen college preparatory courses distributed as follows are required: 

 
* English 4 courses 
* Mathematics 3 courses (Algebra 1 & 2 and Geometry or 

Trigonometry, or comparable course work)  
* Sciences 3 courses (including 2 courses with laboratory 

work) 
* Social Studies 3 courses (including 1 course in U.S. History) 
* Foreign Languages 2 courses (in a single language) 
* Electives 2 courses (from the above subjects or from the 

Arts & Humanities or Computer Sciences) 
 
Admissions Directors at colleges and universities indicate that high school program of studies and 
performance is the most important credential in admissions determination.  The more selective the college 
or university, the greater the expectations of the admissions committee as defined below. 
 
Most Selective Schools (accept less than 25% of applicants): College-preparatory program 
recommended.  Recommended units include English (4), mathematics (4), social studies (4), science (4) 
and foreign language (4).  Applicants are encouraged to take the most rigorous courses and make the most 
of any opportunities for enrichment. 
 
Highly Selective Schools (accept less than 50% of applicants): College-preparatory program 
recommended, 20 units recommended.  Recommended units include English (4), mathematics (4), social 
studies (4), science (4), and foreign language (3). 
 
Selective Schools (accept less than 75% of applicants: College-preparatory program recommended, 16 
units required; 20 recommended.  Recommended units include English (4), mathematics (3), social 
studies (3), science (3), foreign language (3), and academic electives (4). 
 
 
 



 
 
 

SELECTIONS: 
1=Primary Choice 
2=1st Alternate 
3=2nd Alternate 

 
 

Mansfield High School 
Course Offerings 2010-2011 

Student Worksheet (this is not a registration form) 
    

    Open to Grades SELECTIONS 
ENGLISH  Level  Trimester 9 10 11 12 1 2 3 
016 English 9 Honors H 3 x        
017 English 9 College Prep A CP 3 x        
018 English 9 College Prep B CP 3 x        
            
026 English 10 Honors H 3  x       
027 English 10 College Prep A CP 3  x       
028 English 10 College Prep B CP 3  x       
            
040 Media Studies and Public Speaking CP 1 x x       
041 Media Studies and Public Speaking H 1 x x       
            
036 AP Language and Composition AP 3   x      
037 English 11 Honors H 2   x      
038 English 11 College Prep CP 2   x      
            
046 AP Literature and Composition AP 3    x     
047 English 12 Honors H 2    x     
048 English 12 College Prep CP 2    x     
            
049S Journalism CP 1   x x     
050S Journalism H 1   x x     
            
051 Comedy and Satire College Prep CP 1   x x     
054 Comedy and Satire Honors H 1   x x     
056 Film as Literature College Prep CP 1   x x     
057 Film as Literature Honors H 1   x x     
 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
108 Western Civilization 2 Honors H 2 x        
109 Western Civilization 2 College Prep CP 2 x        
117 American History I Honors H 2  x       
118 American History I College Prep CP 2  x       
127 American History II Honors H 2   x      
128 American History II College Prep CP 2   x      
129 AP American History AP 3   x      
119 Asian Studies Honors H 1 x x x      
120 Asian Studies College Prep CP 1 x x x      
187 Economics Honors H 1  x x x     
151 American Rights in Action Honors H 1   x x     
152 American Rights in Action College Prep CP 1   x x     
153 Conflicts in Modern Society Honors H 1    x     
154 Conflicts in Modern Society College Prep CP 1    x     
147 General Psychology Honors H 1    x     
141 General Psychology College Prep CP 1    x     
142 Sociology Honors H 1    x     
143 Sociology College Prep CP 1    x     
150 Ethics Honors H 1    x     
149 AP European History AP 3    x     
155 Criminal Justice Law Honors H 1   x x     
156 Criminal Justice Law CP CP 1   x x     
 



 
 
 

SELECTIONS: 
1=Primary Choice 
2=1st Alternate 
3=2nd Alternate 

      Open to Grades SELECTIONS 
MATHEMATICS (Math Offerings) Level  Trimester 9 10 11 12 1 2 3 
211 Foundations of Algebra and Geometry C 3 x x       
212 Focus on Algebra 1 CPB 3 x x       
213 Algebra 1 CP CPA 3 x x       
218 Algebra 1 Honors H 3 x        
214 Geometry Honors H 3 x x       
234 Geometry CP CPA 3  x x      
215 Focus on Geometry CPB 3  x x      
216 Focus on Algebra 2  CPB 2   x x     
217 Consumer Mathematics C 1   x x     
221 Algebra 2 CPA 2  x x x     
204 Advanced Algebra I CPB 1   x x     
205 Advanced Algebra II CPB 1   x x     
222 Algebra 2 Hon. H 2  x x      
231 Pre-Calculus I CPA 1   x x     
232 Pre-Calculus II CPA 1   x x     
223 Pre-Calculus Hon. H 2   x x     
244 Introduction to Calculus  H 1    x     
227 AP Calculus AP 3    x     
228 Statistics with Probability  H 1   x x     
248 Introduction to Engineering 1 H 1  x x x     
            
 Computer Offerings           
251 Visual BASIC Programming 1 H 1 x x x x     
261 Visual BASIC Programming 2 H 1 x x x x     
            
 
SCIENCE           
302 Biology Honors (Part 1) H 1 x x       
303 Biology Honors(Part 2)  H 1 x x       
355 Biology College Prep (Part 1) CP 1 x x       
356 Biology College Prep (Part 2) CP 1 x x       
365 AP Biology  AP 3   x x     
304 Chemistry Honors (Part 1) H 1  x x x     
305 Chemistry Honors (Part 2) H 1  x x x     
306 Chemistry College Prep (Part 1) CP 1  x x x     
307 Chemistry College Prep (Part 2) CP 1  x x x     
308 Chemistry 2 (Part 1) CP 1   x x     
309 Chemistry 2 (Part 2) CP 1   x x     
322 Anatomy & Physiology (Part A - Support, Movement & 

Communication 
H 2   x x     

323 Anatomy & Physiology (Part B – Maintenance) H 2   x x     
324 Environmental Issues: Habitat & Species H 1   x x     
325 Environmental Issues: Global Issues & Energy H 1   x x     
351 AP Physics AP 3    x     
326 Physics Honors (Part 1) H 1   x  x     
327 Physics Honors (Part 2) H 1   x  x     
328 Physics College Prep (Part 1) CP 1   x x     
329 Physics College Prep (Part 2) CP 1   x x     
330 Earth Science: Atmosphere, Climate & Weather CP 1   x x     
331 Earth Science: The Dynamic Earth in Space CP 1   x x     
332 Earth Science: The Hydrosphere (Oceans, Rivers,  

7 Glaciers) 
CP 1   x x     

 
FOREIGN LANGUAGES            
413 French 1 College Prep CP 2 x x x      
422 French 2 College Prep CP 2 x x x x     
423 French 2 Honors H 2 x x x x     
432 French 3 College Prep CP 2  x x x     



 
 
 

SELECTIONS: 
1=Primary Choice 
2=1st Alternate 
3=2nd Alternate 

433 French 3 Honors H 2  x x x     
442 French 4 Honors H 2   x x     
443 French 4 College Prep CP 2   x x     
457 AP French AP 3    x     
478 French 5 Honors H 2    x     
416 Spanish 1 College Prep CP 2 x x x      
425 Spanish 2 College Prep CP 2 x x x x     
426 Spanish 2 Honors H 2 x x x x     
435 Spanish 3 College Prep CP 2  x x x     
436 Spanish 3 Honors H 2  x x x     
444 Spanish 4 College Prep CP 2   x x     
445 Spanish 4 Honors H 2   x x     
467 AP Spanish  AP 3    x     
479 Spanish 5 Honors H 2    x     
480 Spanish/French Practicum H 2   x x     
 
BUSINESS           
516 Desktop Publishing CP 1 x x x x     
521 Entrepreneurship CP 1 x x x x     
551 Introduction to Office CP 1 x x x x     
550 Career Theory CP 1 x x x x     
543 Personal Finance CP 1 x x x x     
533 Marketing CP 1  x x x     
552 Advanced Office (Word) CP 1  x x x     
553 Advanced Office (Excel/Power Point) CP 1  x x x     
 
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AND FAMILY SCIENCES           
619 Introduction to Culinary Arts C 1 x x x      
620 Culinary and Restaurant Management C 1 x x x x     
643 Introduction to Child Development/Theory CP 1 x x x x     
645 Child Development/Practicum CP 1  x x x     
655 Independent Living CP 1  x x x     
 
HEALTH AND WELLNESS            
964 Health C 1 x        
965 Wellness/Phys. Ed. C 1  x x x     
926 Exercise Physiology C 1 x x x x     
928 Introduction to Personal Training CP 1  x x x     
931 Personal Training/Practicum CP 1   x x     
932 Athletic Training Upper Body CP 1  x x x     
933 Athletic Training Lower Body CP 1  x x x     
 Health and Wellness Interscholastic Sports Contract --- 1  x x x     
 Health and Wellness Community Contract --- 1  x x x     
            
 
VISUAL ARTS            
821S Art I (Black & White Theory) C 1 x x       
822S Art II  (Color Theory) CP 1 x x       
826 Advanced Studio Art (3-D) H 1  x x x     
827 Advanced Studio Art (Painting) H 1  x x x     
868 Graphic Design/Yearbook H 2   x x     
857 Portfolio Preparation I  H 2   x      
858 Portfolio Preparation II  H 1    x     
841S Ceramics I (Sculpture) C 1 x x       
842S Ceramics II (Vessels & Pottery) CP 1  x x x     
846 Advanced Studio Ceramics H 1  x x x     
851 Art and Technology I CP 1  x x      
852 Advanced Art and Technology  H 1   x x     
861 Digital Photography C 1 x x x x     
862S Art History Studio H 1  x x      



 
 
 

SELECTIONS: 
1=Primary Choice 
2=1st Alternate 
3=2nd Alternate 

859 AP Art History AP 3   x x     
 
PERFORMING ARTS 
PA811Y Concert Choir Day H 3 x x x x     
873 Drama 1 CP 1 x x x x     
878 Drama 2/3 CP 1  x x x     
PA879Y Stage Craft 1 CP 1  x x x     
890 Music Theory & Composition/Arranging 1 CP 1 x x x x     
891 Music Theory & Composition/Arranging 2  CP 1 x x x x     
894 Music Appreciation CP 1 x x x x     
883S History of Rock and Roll Music 1 CP 1 x x x x     
887S History of Rock and Roll Music 2 CP 1  x x x     
830 Project Band/Jazz Studies CP 1 x x x x     
PA832Y Select Jazz Ensemble H 1  x x x     
PA820Y Band H 3 x x x x     
PA888Y Orchestra H 3 x x x x     
895 Select Choir (Auditions only) H 1  x x x     
885 Color Guard (Night)  AS  x x x x     
889 After School Orchestra AS  x x x x     
 
OTHER COURSES           
089 Academic Skills Workshop I C 1 x x       
062 Academic Skills Workshop II C 1   x x     
            
 APPLICATIONS REQUIRED            
 Academic Learning Center Tutor H 1    x     
 Educational Intern CP 1    x     
 Project Teammate CP 1   x x     
            
001 MHS SENIOR OPTION LEARNING       x     
970 A: Career Pathways/Work Study  3    x     
971 B: Senior Project  3    x     
972 C: Dual Enrollment  3    x     
973 D: On-Line Course  3    x     
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
  
 

 
 

STATEMENT OF GENERAL GOALS 
 

The goal of the English Department is to promote clarity of thought and clarity of written expression by developing the 
communication skills of reading, writing, listening, speaking, and thinking.  The various components of the curriculum are directly 
tied to these skills.  For example, every freshman, sophomore, and junior participates in our department-wide Writing Sample Program 
to master eight rhetorical strategies for developing expository essays. Students study grammar to improve their reading comprehension 
and writing.  Students study literature as a model for writing and thinking as well as a means to provide perspective for understanding 
our world and ourselves. 
 
Course 
Number Title 
 

016 ENGLISH 9  HONORS 
Students can expect an accelerated course in grammar, vocabulary, composition, and literature. Students must be motivated to read 
independently, interpret challenging literature, and take an active role in class participation.  The coverage of material is rigorous, and 
the work in writing is intensive.  Students will explore in literature four literary genres including selected works such as The Odyssey, 
Romeo and Juliet, A Tale of Two Cities, Great Expectations, To Kill a Mockingbird, and Of Mice and Men. Writing will focus on 
mastery of the essay, including exposition, narrative, and critical literary analysis.  Students will make formal and informal oral 
presentations. The course will additionally address the components of the MCAS language and literature test and the MCAS 
composition test. This course prepares students for the AP program and for the most competitive four-year institutions. 
 
Prerequisite: Students should have scored “Advanced” or high range of “Proficient” on the Language Arts sections of the seventh 
grade MCAS test, on essays in the eighth grade writing portfolio, and on the English Skills Assessment.   
 
017 ENGLISH 9  CP A 
Students can expect a challenging course in grammar, vocabulary, composition, and literature.  Students will explore in literature the 
four literary genres, including works such as The Odyssey, Romeo and Juliet, Great Expectations, To Kill a Mockingbird, and Of Mice 
and Men. Writing will focus on mastery of the five-paragraph essay, including narrative, expository, and critical literary analysis.  
Students will study vocabulary to improve reading, composition, and pre-college testing.  Students will be required to make oral 
presentations. Students will study in depth the elements of English grammar.  This course focuses on proficiency in the skills tested on 
the MCAS exam.   Students must be able to read and write independently. This course prepares students for the four-year college. 
 
Prerequisite: Students should have scored “Proficient” or high range of “Needs Improvement” on the Language Arts sections of the 
seventh grade MCAS test, on essays in the eighth grade writing portfolio, and on the English Skills Assessment.  
 
018 ENGLISH 9  CP B 
Students will be introduced to the four literary genres and to effective rhetorical strategies for composition.  In addition to selections 
from the literary genres, students will read The Odyssey, Romeo and Juliet, To Kill a Mockingbird, and Of Mice and Men. Students 
will work toward proficiency in the five-paragraph essay, including narrative, expository, and critical literary analysis. Students will 
study basic grammar and usage and oral communication leading to speech presentations. Students will develop the basic skills 
necessary to pass the MCAS Language Arts exam. This course will prepare students for two or four year colleges, technical training, 
military service and/or the work force. 
 
Prerequisite: Students should have scored “Needs Improvement” or high range of “Warning” on the Language Arts sections of the 
seventh grade MCAS test, on essays in the eighth grade writing portfolio, and on the English Skills Assessment.   
 
026 ENGLISH 10  HONORS 
Students can expect an accelerated course in grammar, vocabulary, composition, and literature. Students must be motivated to read 
independently, interpret challenging literature, and take an active role in class discussion. The coverage of material is rigorous, and the 
work in writing is intensive. Literature will include all genres. In addition to the sophomore core curriculum, students will read 
selected literary works from among the following choices: The Inferno, Pride and Prejudice, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.  Students will 
write multi-paragraph essays, including exposition, narrative, and critical analysis. Students will make formal and informal oral 
presentations. This course prepares students for the AP program and for the most competitive four-year institutions. 

ENGLISH 
 



 
 
Open to Grade: 10 
Prerequisite: Students should have consistently scored “advanced” or “high proficient” on writing samples and have the 
recommendation of their freshman English teacher to take this course.  
 

Profile of an English 10 Honors Student 
 
1. Student is always prepared for class.  Preparation includes having completed the reading assignments for class discussion as well 

as bringing the proper materials. 
2. Student is independently able to grasp the literal meaning of the assigned literature and demonstrates strong critical thinking 

skills. 
3. Student takes active role in class discussion on a daily basis. 
4. Student’s writing is well organized and focused; the writing also exhibits a facility in the use of language. 
5. Student completes nightly homework assignments, which may entail a reading load of 25-30 pages. 
6. Student exhibits a diligence to pursue an answer to a challenging idea even when the solution is not obvious on the first try. 
7. Student is able to manage a demanding workload—both in and out of class--without complaint. 
8. Student shows a true quest for knowledge and a desire to be in a top-level class. 
 
027 ENGLISH 10  CP A 
Students can expect a challenging study of literary genres and themes.  In addition to selections from the anthology, students will read 
from among the following choices: Macbeth, Catcher in the Rye, Lord of the Flies, Raisin in the Sun, Night, The Great Gatsby, A 
Separate Peace, The Theban Plays.  Writing will focus on mastery of the five-paragraph essay, including narrative, critical analysis, 
expository, and open-response to literature.  Students will continue to study vocabulary in preparation for pre-college testing as well as 
to improve reading and composition.  Students will be required to make oral presentations. Students will continue an in-depth study of 
the elements of English grammar with an emphasis on usage. Students must be able to read and write independently. This course 
prepares students for a four-year college. 
 
Open to Grade: 10 
 
 
028 ENGLISH 10  CP B  
Students will continue to study the literary genres and themes.  Students will refine the use of rhetorical strategies for completing the 
five-paragraph essay.  Students will study vocabulary and basic grammar and usage to improve reading and writing.  Students will 
read many of the selections from the sophomore core curriculum, including Macbeth, Lord of the Flies, Night, A Separate Peace, and 
Raisin in the Sun. Students will continue to focus on the basic skills necessary to pass the English Language Arts MCAS exam.  This 
course will prepare students for two or four year colleges, technical training, military service and/or the work force. 
 
Open to Grade: 10 
 
 



 
040 MEDIA STUDIES AND PUBLIC SPEAKING  CP 
041 MEDIA STUDIES AND PUBLIC SPEAKING  HONORS 
Students will develop their critical thinking skills by examining the strategies and agendas present in radio, newspapers, and 
magazines, including advertisements and commercials.  In addition, students will have the opportunity to develop public speaking 
skills through formal speeches and informal presentations. Students will hone research skills and persuasive argument techniques. 
Students taking the course for Honors credit will be required to do an additional independent project. 
 
Open to Grade: 9-10 
 
036 AP LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION AP 
This college-level course prepares students to take the AP examination in Language and Composition in May of their junior year.  
Students will develop skills of critical analysis through close examination of all genres with an emphasis on nonfiction and on 
American literature.  Students will study the art of creating and analyzing arguments and rhetorical strategies.  In this writing intensive 
course, students will be required to do frequent and lengthy papers.  Students must have excellent study skills, be able to work 
independently, and have strong verbal skills.  Students should anticipate the workload of an entry-level college course.  In this seminar 
style class, students are expected to take an active role in class participation, which will be factored into the grade.  This course 
prepares students for the most competitive four-year institutions.  
It is an expectation that every student enrolled in this course takes the National AP exam in May. 
 
Open to Grade: 11 
Prerequisite:  Students should have consistently scored “advanced” on writing samples. They must have the recommendation of their 
sophomore English teacher and the approval of the Department Chair.  
 

PROFILE OF AN AP STUDENT IN ENGLISH (LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION) 
 
1. Student possesses intellectual curiosity and a desire to be in a top-level class. 
2. Student is always prepared for class and has the ability to handle multiple assignments at the same time (such as lengthy reading 

assignments, writing essays, working on a long term project, etc.) 
3. Student takes active role in class discussion on a daily basis. 
4. Student is able to grasp the literal meaning of the assigned literature and more importantly, is able to understand the author’s 

purpose as well as to recognize the methods used to achieve this purpose. 
5. Student’s writing is well organized and focused; the writing also exhibits a facility in the use of language, using appropriate 

vocabulary. 
6. Student completes nightly homework assignments, which may entail a reading load of 30+ pages. 
7. Student strives to be an independent reader and thinker. 
8. Student is able to manage a demanding workload—both in and out of class--without complaint. 
 
037 ENGLISH 11  HONORS 
Students can expect to refine their understanding of grammar, vocabulary, composition and literature with a focus on the 
chronological study of American literature in all genres.  In addition to selections from the American literature anthology, students 
will read selected literary works from among the following choices: The Scarlet Letter, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Ethan 
Frome, The Crucible, Death of a Salesman, Native Son, The Natural, and Hamlet.  Students will write multi-paragraph essays, 
including exposition, narrative, and critical analysis.  Students will study vocabulary and grammar with an emphasis on usage and 
style. Students must be able to read independently, to interpret challenging literature, and to take an active role in class discussion. 
This course prepares students for the four-year college.  
 
Open to Grade: 11 
 
 



 
038 ENGLISH 11  CP 
Students can expect to continue the study of grammar, vocabulary, composition and literature with a focus on the chronological study 
of American literature in all genres. In addition to selections from the American literature anthology, students will read selected 
literary works from among the following choices: Ethan Frome, The Crucible, Death of a Salesman, Old Man and the Sea, and Native 
Son. Students will work toward improving their close reading skills.  Students will work on mastering the multi-paragraph essay with 
emphasis placed on content and mechanics. This course will prepare students for two or four year colleges, technical training, military 
service and/or the work force. 
 
Open to Grade: 11 
 
 
046 AP LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION AP 
This college level course prepares students to take the AP examination in Literature and Composition in May of their senior year.  
Students who elect this course should have a passion for this subject matter.  Students will study prose and poetry in depth and will 
spend a great deal of time on close textual analysis. Students will further develop critical analysis skills through close examination of 
all genres with an emphasis on British literature.  Students will be expected to maintain a rigorous reading load and to continue the 
intensive writing of junior AP Language and Composition. In addition to the senior core curriculum, students will read selected 
literary works from among the following choices: Paradise Lost, Canterbury Tales, Dubliners, The Importance of Being Earnest, 
Their Eyes Were Watching God, As I Lay Dying, and The Sun Also Rises. Students will work extensively on a poetry unit, will write a 
college-level research paper, and create a multi-part autobiography. Students will be expected to share actively their analysis through 
presentations, essays, and projects. Students should anticipate the workload of an entry-level college course.  This course prepares 
students for the most competitive four-year institutions.  
It is an expectation that every student enrolled in this course takes the National AP exam in May. 
 
Open to Grade: 12 
Prerequisite: Students should have 80 or better in AP Language and Composition or 88 or better in English 11 Honors.  Students must 
have the recommendation of their junior English teacher as well as the approval of the Department Chair if they have not taken the 
junior AP English course.  
 

PROFILE OF AN AP STUDENT IN LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION 
 
1. Student possesses intellectual curiosity and a desire to be in a top-level class. 
2. Student is always prepared for class and has the ability to handle multiple assignments at the same time (such as lengthy reading 

assignments, writing essays, working on a long term project, etc.) 
3. Student takes active role in class discussion on a daily basis. 
4. Student is able to grasp the literal meaning of the assigned literature and more importantly, is able to understand the author’s 

purpose as well as to recognize the methods used to achieve this purpose. 
5. Student’s writing is well organized and focused; the writing also exhibits a facility in the use of language, using appropriate 

vocabulary. 
6. Student completes nightly homework assignments, which may entail a reading load of 30+ pages. 
7. Student strives to be an independent reader and thinker. 
8. Student is able to manage a demanding workload—both in and out of class--without complaint. 
 
047 ENGLISH 12  HONORS 
Students can expect to refine their understanding of grammar, vocabulary, composition and literature.  Students will explore themes of 
identity in the study of World Literature.  In addition to selections from the anthology, students will read from among the following 
choices: The Awakening, A Streetcar Named Desire, 1984, Othello, The Things They Carried, and The Joyluck Club.  Students will 
write literary analysis essays as well as a multi-part autobiography.  Students will continue to study vocabulary and grammar with an 
emphasis on usage and style. Students must be able to read independently, to interpret challenging literature, and to take an active role 
in class discussion. This course prepares students for the four-year college.   
 
Open to Grade: 12 
 
 
048 ENGLISH 12  CP 
Students can expect to continue the study of grammar, vocabulary, composition and literature with a focus on themes of identity.  
Students will read selected short stories, poems, novels, and drama from among the following choices: All Quiet on the Western Front, 
The Things They Carried, Othello, 1984, Rivethead, Fences, and A Streetcar Named Desire.  Students will write a multi-part 
autobiography and master technical writing skills.  Students will write critical analysis essays of the texts.  Students will be required to 



 
prepare and present oral reports.  This course will prepare students for two or four year colleges, technical training, military service 
and/or the work force. 
 
Open to Grade: 12 
 
 
049S JOURNALISM  CP 
050S JOURNALISM  HONORS 
In a workshop format, students will examine the world of print and broadcast media and the fundamentals and history of journalism, 
focusing on the development of sound writing skills that follow journalistic conventions.  Students will read examples of various 
styles of stories and learn how to write effective headlines, captions, news stories, features, sports stories, editorials, columns, letters 
to the editor and entertainment reviews.  Honors students will be expected to complete an independent project. 
 
Open to Grades:  11-12 
 
051 COMEDY AND SATIRE  CP 
054 COMEDY AND SATIRE  HONORS 
Through a study of novels, plays, and films, students will analyze the methods writers use to create comedy and satire.  In addition to 
analyzing these works, students will also create their own comic and satiric material through a combination of writing assignments and 
group projects. This elective is open to juniors and seniors and does not take the place of the regular English requirement. To receive 
Honors level credit, students must complete a project each term.  
 
Open to Grades: 11,12 
 
056 FILM AS LITERATURE  CP 
057 FILM AS LITERATURE  HONORS 
Students will view a variety of films representing the historical and thematic development of the film as an art form.  Students will 
learn to identify and analyze the conventions, elements, and techniques of film to enhance their understanding of the medium.  
Students will write critical analysis essays of the films viewed.  To receive honors credit students must complete a substantial 
independent project. 
 
Open to Grades: 11, 12 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
Course 

Number Title  
 

108 WESTERN CIVILIZATION 2 HONORS 
109 WESTERN CIVILIZATION 2 CP 
 
This course will give students an historical survey of the development of Western Civilization from the French Revolution through the 
Cold War.  Connections between past events and current issues will be made through case studies on Africa, India, China, and the 
Middle East.  Learning strategies based on performance objectives stress the development of critical thinking skills and the 
clarification of values important to a democratic society. Students can also expect to refine and improve writing and research skills.  
Substantive outside class reading and writing will be required at the honors level, and regular class reading and writing will be 
required in the college prep level.  Students recommended for the honors level should be earning at least a 90 in 8th Grade Social 
Studies and demonstrate exceptional reading, writing, and critical thinking skills. 
 
Open to Grade: 9 
 
117 AMERICAN HISTORY I  HONORS 
 
Students can expect to improve their critical thinking, speaking, writing and research skills through the examination of the 
establishment, development and democratization of American institutions.  This course will trace United States History from the 
Constitutional Period to the beginning of the 20th century. Substantive outside class reading and writing will be required at the honors 
level.  Students recommended for this course should have earned at least an 80 in Honors Western Civilization, or a 90 in Western 
Civilization College Prep.  In addition, they must also have demonstrated exceptional reading, writing, and critical thinking skills. 
 
Open to Grade: 10 
 
118 AMERICAN HISTORY I  CP 
 
Students can expect to improve their critical thinking, speaking, writing and research skills through the examination of the 
establishment, development and democratization of American institutions.  This course will examine topics in American History from 
the Constitutional Period to the beginning of the 20th century.  
 
Open to Grade: 10 
 
127 AMERICAN HISTORY II  HONORS 
 
Students can expect to improve their critical thinking, speaking, writing and research skills through examination of the evolution of 
American democracy, and foreign policy in the 20th Century.  Substantive outside reading and writing will be required at the honors 
level. Students recommended for this course should have earned at least an 80 in Honors American History I, or a 90 in American 
History I College Prep.  In addition, they must also have demonstrated exceptional reading, writing, and critical thinking skills. 
 
Open to Grade: 11 
 
128 AMERICAN HISTORY II  CP 
 
Students can expect to improve their critical thinking, speaking, writing and research skills through examination of the evolution of 
American democracy, and foreign policy in the 20th Century.   
 
Open to Grade: 11 
129 AP AMERICAN HISTORY  
 
Students can expect to acquire and develop analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with key problems in 
American history.  The course offers a grounding in the chronology of American history and a careful consideration of the major 
interpretive questions that derive from the study of selected themes.  Substantial outside reading and writing is required on a daily 
basis.  Enrollment is limited to those who are prepared to meet the demands of a full-year college course. 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
 



 
 

PROFILE OF AN AP AMERICAN HISTORY STUDENT  
 
Students who are candidates for AP American History should have displayed the following interests and skills essential to success in 
the course…. 

 
1. The ability to construct and deliver effective oral and written arguments based on extensive analysis of subject matter. 
2. Above-average reading and writing skills. 
3. An inquisitive and intelligent nature. 
4. An independent learning style. 
5. The ability to effectively balance the high demands of the course with other classes and after-school activities. 
6. Leadership in class discussions and debates. 
7. Initiative and leadership in group projects, presentations, and discussions. 
8. The ability to successfully plan long term projects independently with little or no oversight. 
9. The ability to be a self-directed learner who does not rely on the instructor for class notes. 

 
Open to Grade: 11 
 
 
119 ASIAN STUDIES  HONORS  
120 ASIAN STUDIES  CP 
 
This course will examine the emerging role of Asian nations, with particular emphasis on China.  While providing an overview of 
Asian history, culture, and geography, students will also examine how Europe and the United States have interacted with this part of 
the world.  Throughout this course, students will work on improving their critical thinking, reading, and writing skills. Honors level 
students will be expected to complete an additional research project. 
 
 
Open to Grades: 9, 10, 11 
 
 
187 ECONOMICS HONORS  
 
This course is designed to help students master the fundamental concepts and theories of economics.  Topics studied will include the 
laws of supply and demand, types of market competition, types of economic systems (capitalism, socialism, communism), monetary 
policy, fiscal policy and the challenges of unemployment, poverty and inflation.  Students will apply these theories and models to 
realistic situations to understand their use and application in our society today.  Students will also actively engage in an investment 
simulation to gain an understanding of the stock market and its opportunities as well as participating in a simulation in which they 
attempt to successfully manage a profitable business by making production, marketing, and personnel decisions.  
 
Open to Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Recommendation: For students planning to take AP American History, or AP European History. 
 
 
 
 
151 AMERICAN RIGHTS IN ACTION  HONORS 
152 AMERICAN RIGHTS IN ACTION  CP 
 
This course will investigate the role of the citizen in achieving liberty and justice in American society.  Current issues related to 
individual privacy, due process of law, student rights, and censorship will be of particular focus.  Honors level students will be 
expected to complete additional reading and research. 
 
Open to Grades: 11, 12 
 
 
153 CONFLICTS IN MODERN SOCIETY  HONORS 
154 CONFLICTS IN MODERN SOCIETY  CP 
 



 
This course will examine the development of United States Foreign Policy since the end of  the Vietnam War, including key world 
events from 1975 to the present.  The causes and effects of these recent world conflicts will be thoroughly examined in this course and 
students will be asked to evaluate United States decision-making during these conflicts.  Major themes included in the course topics 
will be struggles for democracy and freedom, issues of race, ethnicity and class, cultural and religious conflicts, and the growth of 
worldwide terrorism.  Specific events will include the Iranian Hostage Crisis, the end of the Cold War and the fall of the Soviet Union, 
the Persian Gulf War, the ethnic cleansing of the Balkans, and the struggle between Israel and the Palestinian Liberation Organization.  
A major focus will be on the rise of Osama bin Laden and Al Quaeda, their terrorist efforts against the United States, the events of 
9/11 and the U.S. response in Afghanistan and Iraq.  Honors level students will be expected to complete additional reading 
assignments and more extensive research. 
 
Open to Grade: 12 
 
 
147 GEN. PSYCHOLOGY  HONORS 
141 GEN. PSYCHOLOGY  CP 
 
The course introduces students to the principles of Psychology.  Students will study the basic elements of human thought, emotion and 
behavior, including perception, motivation, child development, learning, personality and psychological disorders.  Consideration will 
be given both to personal problems confronting youth today and to different types of counseling.  Psychology will be taught in 
heterogeneously grouped classes with both Honors and College Prep students meeting together.  Honors level students will be 
expected to complete additional reading and research. 
 
Open to Grade: 12 
 
142 SOCIOLOGY  HONORS 
143 SOCIOLOGY  CP 
 
In this course students will study human social behavior.  This will include everything related to the interaction of human beings in 
groups, including people's beliefs, values and rules.  Emphasis will be placed on understanding the American social system and its 
influence on their own behavior.  Sociology will be taught in heterogeneously grouped classes with both Honors and College Prep 
levels meeting together.  Students who elect the Honors level will be required to complete additional research assignments. 
 
Open to Grade: 12 
 
150 ETHICS  HONORS  
 
Students can expect to better understand themselves and the consequences of their decisions through an ethical consideration of 
selected contemporary American domestic issues and problems.  Considerable effort will be made to improve each student’s listening 
and speaking skills.  The study of important ethical theories and principles will form the foundation for the discussion of specific cases 
dramatized in film and short stories.  Students will also be expected to research, write, and present position papers on important issues.  
A seminar strategy and technique will be employed. 
Open to Grade: 12 
 
 
149 AP EUROPEAN HISTORY 
 
This course offers grounding in European history from the Renaissance to contemporary post-Cold War Europe.  Students can expect 
to further enhance their analytical skills through the critical examination of key social, economic, and political events in European 
History.  Substantial outside reading and writing is required on a daily basis.  Enrollment is limited to those who are prepared to meet 
the demands of a full-year college course. 
 

PROFILE OF AN AP EUROPEAN HISTORY STUDENT 
 

Students who are candidates for AP European History should have displayed the following interests and skills essential to success in 
the course…. 
 

1. The ability to construct and deliver effective oral and written arguments based on extensive analysis of subject matter. 
2. Above-average reading and writing skills. 
3. An inquisitive and intelligent nature. 
4. An independent learning style. 



 
5. The ability to effectively balance the high demands of the course with other classes and after-school activities. 
6. Leadership in class discussions and debates. 
7. Initiative and leadership in group projects, presentations, and discussions. 
8. The ability to successfully plan long term projects independently with little or no oversight. 
9. The ability to be a self-directed learner who does not rely on the instructor for class notes. 

 
Open to Grade: 12 
 
 
155 CRIMINAL JUSTICE LAW  HONORS 
156 CRIMINAL JUSTICE LAW  CP 
 
You will learn about your legal rights and responsibilities in this course.  Throughout the course emphasis is placed upon 
constitutional law, with units covering criminal, civil, and juvenile law. A field trip is taken to MCI Baystate correctional facility as 
part of a unit on the prison system.  Law will be taught in heterogeneously grouped classes with both Honors and College Prep 
students meeting together.  Honors level students will be expected to complete additional reading and research. 
 
Open to Grades: 11, 12 
 



 
  

 
 
 

 
 

Course 
Number Title 
 

211 FOUNDATIONS OF ALGEBRA & GEOMETRY  (Comp.) 
 
You will quickly discover that this course bridges the gap from arithmetic to algebraic thinking.  In addition to reviewing conceptual 
as well as arithmetic skills, the goal of this course is to familiarize you with the techniques and strategies needed to achieve success in 
any of our algebra programs.  Careful attention to national and state mathematics standards such as communication skills, reasoning 
skills, and making connections will help you successfully achieve the desired transition to algebraic processes.  If you have found that 
you still need more time to master some of the basic mathematics skills, and would like help preparing for the mathematics portion of 
the Grade 10 MCAS, then this course would be appropriate for you. 
 
Open to Grades: 9, 10 
 
212 FOCUS ON ALGEBRA 1  CP-B 
 
In this course, you will develop critical thinking skills, learn to work cooperatively, and learn to clearly communicate mathematical 
ideas.  You will explore and solve a wide variety of math problems using both technology and hands-on materials.  This discovery 
approach is designed to help the student who struggles with abstract mathematical concepts.  Focus on Algebra 1 is appropriate for 
any student preparing to enroll in a liberal arts program or intending to pursue a non-mathematical course of study.  This course will 
also provide you with an in-depth review of the mathematical topics addressed in the MCAS. 
 
Open to Grades: 9, 10 
 
213 ALGEBRA 1  CP-A 
 
In this course, you will be introduced to algebraic concepts and skills together with a strong emphasis on problem solving.  Real-life 
applications are presented throughout the text in order to show the usefulness of mathematics in the real world.  This course is 
designed for the student who is fairly proficient in basic mathematical skills and concepts, or has had some previous success with 
algebraic concepts and skills in grade eight. 
 

Open to Grades: 9, 10 
 
218 ALGEBRA 1  HONORS 
 
This course is primarily intended for those students who need to strengthen their understanding of algebraic concepts before pursuing 
the Geometry Honors course.  It will provide students with an in-depth and rigorous approach to algebraic thinking. Problem solving 
will be emphasized and the graphing calculator will be used throughout the course.  Topics to be studied include polynomial 
operations and all factoring techniques, systems of equations, inequalities and absolute values, rational and radical expressions and 
equations, relations and functions, and quadratic equations.  Upon completion of this course, students will have a very strong 
foundation for advanced mathematical study. 
 

Open to Grades: 9 
Prerequisite: You must have passed Grade 8 Algebra 1 with at least a 75 average. 
 
 
214 GEOMETRY  HONORS 
 

This course is primarily intended for those students who have achieved mastery of the skills and concepts of an Honors Algebra I 
course and can demonstrate a thorough grasp of mathematical practice and theory.  Students will explore the nature of reasoning in 
which models found in a geometric setting are used to examine different types of thinking processes.  Attention will be given to those 

MATHEMATICS  



 
concepts and properties, which relate to three-dimensional objects.  Topics from coordinate geometry and transformational geometry 
will also be studied.  The connection between geometry and the real world will be reinforced through mathematical applications.  
This course will offer you a rigorous, in-depth approach to the study of geometry and will establish important skills and 
understandings extensively used in later advanced mathematics courses. 

Open to Grades: 9, 10 
Prerequisite:  Entering 9th graders must have passed Algebra 1 with at least a 90 average.   
Entering 10th graders must have the recommendation of their mathematics teacher. 
 
234 GEOMETRY  CP-A 
 
Similar in content to Geometry Honors, this course places less emphasis upon theory and more emphasis upon integrating and 
relating geometric concepts to algebra, statistics, data analysis, probability, and discrete mathematics.  Realistic and relevant 
applications will be offered throughout this course.  You will be provided many opportunities to connect the mathematics you are 
studying to other topics such as biology, geography, and art; much of this will be enhanced and achieved through investigations and 
modeling activities that relate to life and work. 

Open to Grades: 10, 11 
Prerequisite: You must have passed Algebra 1 CP-A with at least a 70 average. 
 
215 FOCUS ON GEOMETRY  CP-B 
 
In this course, you will continue to study the development and blending of both algebra and geometry skills and concepts begun in 
Focus on Algebra.  This is the second course in the four-year sequence designed to help you acquire skill in both exploring and 
solving mathematical problems through a discovery approach.   Much emphasis is placed upon understanding the connections that 
exist among different branches of mathematics.  You will find that continued attention is given to both visual and hands-on 
approaches together with the exploration of real-life applications.  This course will also provide you with an in-depth review of the 
mathematical topics addressed in the MCAS. 
 
Open to Grades: 10, 11 
Prerequisite: You must have passed Focus on Algebra 1. 
 
216 FOCUS ON ALGEBRA 2   CP-B 
 
In this course, you will continue to develop and refine those skills and concepts encountered earlier in the Focus on Algebra and Focus 
on Geometry courses.  Skills such as critical thinking, communication, problem solving, and working cooperatively are some of the 
main areas that will be studied.  Both skills and concepts from algebra and geometry will continue to be blended together to provide 
you with a solid level of understanding of how these areas are interconnected as well as how they reinforce and complement each 
other.  
 
Open to Grades: 11, 12 
Prerequisite: You must have passed both Focus on Algebra 1 and Focus on Geometry. 
Recommendation: This course is strongly recommended for Focus on Geometry students who expect to go on to college and enroll in 
a non-mathematical course of study. 
 



 
217 CONSUMER MATHEMATICS  (Comp.) 
 
In this course, you will learn to make wise, consumer-based decisions in typical, everyday problems.  You will study such topics as 
the stock market, establishing credit, purchasing a car, buying insurance, banking services, buying clothing, gross and net income as 
well as taxes, and the many expenses related to housing.  The main goal of this course is to help assure that your future consumer 
decisions will be very good ones.   
 
Open to Grades: 11, 12 
Prerequisite: You must have passed one of the following:  Foundations of Algebra and Geometry, Focus on Algebra 1, Focus on 
Geometry, or Algebra 1CP-A. 
 
221 ALGEBRA 2 CP-A 
 
This course offers you an expanded study of the topics first encountered in Algebra 1 and Geometry.  You will find that the topics are 
now developed and presented in a more refined and structured format with increased emphasis on the foundation and rationale of 
mathematics itself.  Topics to be studied include systems of equations and functions, irrational numbers, quadratic equations, and 
logarithmic and exponential functions.  This course is intended to prepare you to successfully meet the mathematical challenges 
encountered at a college or university. 
 
Open to Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: You must have passed Algebra 1 CP-A and Geometry CP-A with at least a 70 average. 
 
204 ADVANCED ALGEBRA I   CP-B 
205 ADVANCED ALGEBRA II   CP-B 
 
Advanced Algebra is the fourth mathematics course in the Focus sequence.  You now have the option of taking either Part I or Parts I 
& II.  This course is intended to give you a solid mathematical foundation for the concepts that you will study in your college 
mathematics courses. You will explore the relevance of mathematics to the real world through a variety of practical, real-life 
applications.  Topics to be studied in Part I include a review of the fundamental concepts of algebra, equations and inequalities, the 
cartesian plane, and functions and graphs.  Topics to be studied in Part II include polynomial and rational functions, exponential and 
logarithmic functions, systems of equations and inequalities, and probability.  An in-depth review of the mathematical topics 
addressed in the Accuplacer Exam used by state colleges and universities is also included in this course. 
 
Open to Grades: 11,12  
Prerequisite: You must have passed Focus on Algebra 2. 
 
222 ALGEBRA 2  HONORS 
 
This course will expand your understanding of the framework established in Algebra 1 Honors.  Its content, while similar to that 
indicated for Algebra 2 CP-A, includes several additional topics such as matrices, determinants, graphing in 3-dimensional space and 
solving equations in three variables.  If you are planning to pursue a math-related career, then this course will definitely meet your 
specific needs. You will also find that the content and preparation offered by this course will serve you well for advanced 
mathematical study next year. 
 
Open to Grades: 10, 11 
Prerequisite: You must have passed Geometry Honors with at least an 85 average. 
 
231 PRE-CALCULUS I  CP-A 
232 PRE-CALCULUS II  CP-A 
 
In this course, you will explore how the different branches of mathematics are interrelated.  Relevant, real-world uses of the 
mathematics being studied will be featured throughout this course.  Problems will be analyzed from multiple perspectives – 
algebraically, graphically, and numerically.  Graphing calculators will be used throughout this course to explore the mathematical 
topics you are studying.  You now have the option of taking either Part I or Parts I & II.  Topics to be studied in Part I include linear 
relations and functions, systems of linear equations and inequalities, the nature of graphs, polynomial and rational functions, and 
conics.  Topics to be studied in Part II include the trigonometric functions, graphs of trigonometric functions, trigonometric identities 
and equations, and sequences and series.  This course will definitely help to prepare you to meet the mathematical demands 
encountered at a four-year college. 
 



 
Open to Grades: 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  You must have passed Algebra 2 CP-A with at least a 75 average. 
 
223 PRE-CALCULUS  HONORS 
 

If you have successfully completed Algebra 2 Honors and wish to continue the development of the more abstract mathematical 
concepts that would lead to a full year of study in Calculus, then you are strongly urged to select this course. Graphing calculators are 
used extensively throughout this course as an essential tool for both mathematical discovery and effective problem solving.  You will 
explore the Twelve Basic Functions and their algebraic properties in depth, while continually reinforcing the connections amongst 
their algebraic, graphical, and numerical representations.  You should also note that the complete content of a Trigonometry course is 
also included within this course offering.   
 

Open to Grades: 11, 12 
Prerequisite: You must have passed Algebra 2 Honors with at least an 85 average. 
Recommendation: MUST be taken by those planning to take AP Calculus.   
 
244 INTRODUCTION TO CALCULUS  HONORS 
 
In this course, you will continue to expand your understanding of mathematical topics through the study of limits, differentiation, and 
integration processes.  You will explore functions as mechanisms for modeling data and learn how functions can help model real-life 
problems.  This course is designed to provide you with an introduction to both the skills and concepts that you will encounter in 
advanced mathematical studies at college.  Topics will include functions and their limits, derivatives, the definite integral, 
mathematical modeling and graphical analysis. 
 

Open to Grades: 12 
Prerequisite: You must have passed Pre-Calculus H or Pre-Calculus I & II CP-A with at least an 85.  
 
227 AP CALCULUS (AB LEVEL) AP 
 
This course is intended for those students who have an extensive and thorough understanding of college preparatory mathematics, 
including algebra, axiomatic geometry, and analytic geometry which covers, in part, rectangular and polar coordinates, equations and 
graphs, lines and conics. Course content includes a detailed study and development of limiting processes, derivatives and 
differentiation methods, slope fields, techniques of integration and their related usage.  The use of technology is integrated throughout 
the course to provide a balanced approach to the teaching and learning of calculus that involves algebraic, numerical, graphical, and 
verbal methods.  By selecting this course, you will be trained in the exacting methods to be used in taking the AB level of the AP 
Calculus exam in May. 
 

PROFILE OF AN AP CALCULUS STUDENT 
 
·  Student is always well prepared for class.  Preparation includes bringing book, notebook, pencil and calculator to class each day 

as well as having completed the reading and writing assignments. 
·  Student is an autonomous learner, understands the mathematical concepts presented in each lesson and requires limited help with 

homework. 
·  Student thoroughly completes all assignments in an organized manner with extreme attention to accuracy and explicitness in the 

use of mathematical language. 
·  Student is always actively engaged in the learning process. 
·  Student expresses a strong desire to learn and understand mathematics and is known to persevere through difficult times in a 

mature manner. 
·  Student is an independent test-taker who plans and uses time wisely. 
·  Student accepts responsibility for managing a demanding workload (an average of 1 hour per night).  
·  Student is able to make connections between abstract mathematical concepts and concrete applications. 
·  Student can recognize and employ the most appropriate strategy to solve problems. 
 

Open to Grades: 12 
Prerequisite: You must have at least an 85 average in Pre-Calculus Honors and obtain the approval of the Mathematics Department 
Chair. 
 
 
 



 
228 STATISTICS and PROBABILITY  HONORS 
 
In this course, you will learn all of the main concepts and the varied tools used in collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from 
data. In addition, you will explore the patterns and rules encountered in using descriptive statistics, in applying inferential statistics, 
and in determining probabilities.  Topics you will study include exploring and gathering data, planning a study, producing models 
dependent on probability concepts, and using statistical inference. You will be shown how to effectively use the power of the graphing 
calculator to create, refine, and utilize statistical models. 
 
Open to Grades: 11, 12 
Prerequisite: You must have passed Algebra 2 CP-A with at least an 80 average. 
 
248 INTRODUCTION TO ENGINEERING 1  HONORS 
 
Introduction to Engineering 1 is a math-based hands-on engineering course designed for high school students who would like to 
explore the various fields of engineering.  This course focuses on the fundamentals of engineering and applies the math and science 
you are learning in your classrooms to modern real-world problems that involve civil, mechanical, and electrical engineering.  It 
integrates engineering, mathematics, science and technology and prepares you for life in the information age. 
 
Open to Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  You must have passed Algebra 2 (CP-A or Honors). 
 
251 VISUAL BASIC PROGRAMMING 1  HONORS 
 
In this course, you will learn how to create Windows applications by using Visual Basic 6.0.  This course is intended for those 
students who desire to learn how to use the computer as a tool for developing software applications.   Emphasis will be placed on 
acquiring those skills that equally apply to a job setting as well as for personal use.  A structured, step-by-step approach will be 
emphasized throughout this course as you learn to write Visual Basic code, while working in a graphical environment.  A wide variety 
of practical problems will be explored in a computer lab setting.  Previous programming experience may be helpful, but is not required 
to take this course.   
 
Open to Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: You should have successfully completed Algebra 1 CP-A or Focus on Geometry with at least an 85 average.  
 
261 VISUAL BASIC PROGRAMMING 2  HONORS 
 
If you have successfully completed Visual Basic Programming 1, then you should consider this second course in VB Programming.  It 
is offered to those students who have mastered the controls and events learned in the first course.  You will learn advanced topics that 
include arrays, manipulating files, and exchanging data with a database format.  More time will be given to examining and writing 
code while mastering many of the important algorithms needed for advanced programming.   
 
Open to Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: You must have passed Visual Basic Programming 1 with at least a 75 average. 



 
 

 

  
 
 
Course 
Number Title 
 

302 BIOLOGY HONORS (Part 1)  HONORS   
303 BIOLOGY HONORS (Part 2)  HONORS   
Biology Honors consists of sections I and II.  It is a rigorous life science course. Students engage in a detailed study of biology over 
two trimesters including the fundamentals of biochemistry, molecular biology and ecology in Biology I and genetics, evolution, and 
human body systems in Biology II.  Students should be capable of self-directed study with limited guidance.  Students will be assessed 
on collaboration, investigation, analytical thinking and their ability to draw conclusions from essential questions.  Laboratory 
investigations are an integral part of the course and students should be advanced in the scientific method and their ability to analyze 
their results. Students complete extensive independent work including projects and outside readings.  Homework averages 30 minutes 
to 1 hour most nights. Students electing this course must be academically motivated and have a strong interest in pursuing further 
courses within the science curriculum.  This course addresses the biology learning standards in the Life Science strand of the 
Massachusetts Science and Technology/Engineering Curriculum Framework and will prepare students for the MCAS in Biology. 
 
Open to Grades: 9 and 10 
Prerequisite: Grade of 90 or better in grade 8 science, or grade of 80 or better in Physical Science Honors, or grade of 90 or better in 
Physical Science CP. 
 
 
355 BIOLOGY COLLEGE PREP (Part 1) COLLEGE PREP  
356 BIOLOGY COLLEGE PREP (Part 2) COLLEGE PREP  
Biology I and II College Prep is an in depth study of the life sciences based on the learning standards in the Life Science strand of the 
Massachusetts Science and Technology/Engineering Curriculum Framework and will prepare students for the MCAS in Biology.  
Inquiry based activities and peer collaboration are important components of the this course.  Students should be capable of self-
directed study, able to think analytically, make detailed observations and draw conclusions for essential questions.  Students complete 
regularly assigned homework averaging 15 - 30 minutes most nights.  Curriculum for Biology I College Prep includes biochemistry, 
cells and ecology. Curriculum for Biology II College Prep includes genetics, evolution, and human body systems.  
 
Open to Grades: 9 and 10 
 
 LIVING ENVIRONMENT COLLEGE PREP 
The Living Environment course reinforces the standards in the Massachusetts Science and Technology/Engineering Curriculum 
Framework.  Students explore concepts related to the chemistry of life, cell division, biodiversity, patterns of inheritance and the 
human body. Projects and activities are designed to facilitate their understanding of the core concepts. Students will learn strategies 
that will assist them in answering MCAS type multiple choice and open response questions.  
 
Open to Grades: 10, 11 (students can only be registered in this class per department chair appointment) 
 
 
365 AP BIOLOGY AP 
Advanced Placement Biology is an academically rigorous course, providing students with a college-level learning experience in the 
fundamentals of biology.  Units involve a detailed study of biochemistry, molecular biology, genetics, evolution, organisms, 
populations and the environment.   AP students must have a strong background in both biology and chemistry and should have a 
desire to continue with science or a related field of study at the collegiate level.  AP Biology demands considerable effort and 
independent study.  Students must be highly motivated and capable of self-directed study.  Along with comprehensive lecture, 
Advanced Placement Biology requires a 40% class time laboratory experience.  The AP Biology course is designed to expose 
students to twelve mandated investigations by the College Board.   Laboratory exercises are technically and academically challenging 
and students must be advanced in the scientific method.  Data analysis and interpretation of results is a critical component to the 
course.  Homework assignments are extensive and average 1 to 1 ½ hours each night. Students should expect projects and units of 
study to be assigned over long weekends and school vacations.  Students in AP Biology are expected to take the Advanced 
Placement examination in May. 

 

SCIENCE 



 
 

PROFILE OF AN AP BIOLOGY STUDENT 
 
Students seeking to enroll in the AP Biology course should: 
·  Have demonstrated excellence in previous science courses (Physical Science, Biology, and Chemistry) with grades of 95 or better 

in CP science courses or grades of 90 or better in Honors science courses. 
·  Be highly motivated and independent learners capable of large units of self-directed study. 
·  Demonstrate a genuine interest in the subject and desire to pursue further science courses at the collegiate level.  
·  Display a mature, positive attitude toward his/her studies 
·  Be able to work collaboratively on projects and laboratory investigations. 
·  Be committed to spending considerable time each night to master the principles, concepts, and vocabulary of a freshman college-

level biology course. 
 
Open to Grades: 11 and 12 
Prerequisites: Grades of 90 or better in Biology CP and Chemistry CP; Grades of 85 or better in Biology Honors and Chemistry 
Honors. 
Recommended but not required: Anatomy & Physiology, Physics 
 
 
304 CHEMISTRY HONORS (Part 1) HONORS  
This course is recommended for students who plan to study in a science-related field at the college level.  The course is a study of all 
substances and the changes that substances undergo.  Students strive for a deep understanding of chemical principles and theories and 
their applications to matter, its structure, composition, and transformations.  They must be academically motivated and have a strong 
interest in science.  Students will work both independently and within teams.  There is emphasis on developing problem solving skills 
and applying knowledge to daily living, technology and the environment.  Lab work is an important part of the course and students 
write lab reports that demonstrate their understanding of the concepts investigated. Homework averages 45 minutes to 1 hour each 
night. This course addresses the chemistry learning standards in the Physical Science strand of the Massachusetts Science and 
Technology/Engineering Curriculum Framework. Topics to be covered will include properties of matter, atomic structure and nuclear 
chemistry, states of matter and periodicity.  
 
Open to Grades: 10, 11,12 
Prerequisite: They should have grades of 90 or better in Biology CP OR grades of 80 or better in Biology Honors.  Students should 
have also completed and achieved a minimum grade of 80 or better in Algebra I CP OR 70 or better in Algebra I Honors.   
 
 
305 CHEMISTRY HONORS (Part 2) HONORS  
This course is recommended for students who plan to study in a science-related field at the college level.  The course is a study of all 
substances and the changes that substances undergo.  Students strive for a deep understanding of chemical principles and theories and 
their applications to matter, its structure, composition, and transformations.  They must be academically motivated and have a strong 
interest in science.  Students will work both independently and within teams.  There is emphasis on developing problem solving skills 
and applying knowledge to daily living, technology and the environment.  Lab work is an important part of the course and students 
write lab reports that demonstrate their understanding of the concepts investigated. Homework averages 45 minutes to 1 hour each 
night. This course addresses the chemistry learning standards in the Physical Science strand of the Massachusetts Science and 
Technology/Engineering Curriculum Framework. Topics to be covered include chemical bonding, chemical reactions and 
stoichiometry, kinetic-molecular theory, thermochemistry, solutions, reaction rates equilibrium, acids and bases, and oxidation-
reduction reactions.   
 
Open to Grades: 10, 11,12 
Prerequisite: Students must have taken Chemistry Honors Part I.  
 
 
306 CHEMISTRY COLLEGE PREP (Part 1) COLLEGE PREP  
This course is designed for students who may attend college as non-science majors, and be required to take additional science courses. 
This course looks at the fundamental principles of matter; its structure, composition, and changes. Laboratory work is an integral part 
of this course and is used to reinforce concepts and ideas presented in class.  Students are required to write laboratory reports, solve 
problems, and perform tasks such as balancing equations and working with ratios and proportions. Homework averages 30 minutes 
each night. This college preparatory course addresses the chemistry learning standards in the Physical Science strand of the 
Massachusetts Science and Technology/Engineering Curriculum Framework. Topics to be covered will include properties of matter, 
atomic structure and nuclear chemistry, states of matter and periodicity. 



 
 
Open to Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Grades of 75 or better in Biology CP or 70 in Biology Honors.  Students should have also completed and achieved a 
minimum grade of 75 or better in Algebra I CP or 70 in Algebra I Honors OR 90 or better in Focus on Geometry.   
 
 
307 CHEMISTRY COLLEGE PREP (Part 2) COLLEGE PREP  
This course is designed for students who may attend college as non-science majors, and be required to take additional science 
courses. This course looks at the fundamental principles of matter; its structure, composition, and changes. Laboratory work is an 
integral part of this course and is used to reinforce concepts and ideas presented in class.  Students are required to write laboratory 
reports, solve problems, and perform tasks such as balancing equations and working with ratios and proportions. Homework averages 
30 minutes each night. This college preparatory course addresses the chemistry learning standards in the Physical Science strand of 
the Massachusetts Science and Technology/Engineering Curriculum Framework. Topics to be covered include chemical bonding, 
chemical reactions and stoichiometry, kinetic-molecular theory, thermochemistry, solutions, reaction rates equilibrium, acids and 
bases, and oxidation-reduction reactions.   
 
Open to Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Students must have taken Chemistry College Prep Part I. 
 
 
308 CHEMISTRY 2 (Part 1) COLLEGE PREP  
This course is designed for highly motivated students who were successful in either level of Chemistry and who desire further study 
of the subject.  It is highly recommended for those planning to study nursing, pharmacy or other health-related fields at the college 
level. Students will learn more about the relationships studied in the first year chemistry course through a survey of the following 
topics; chemical equilibrium, rates of reactions, thermodynamics, and acid-base chemistry.   Laboratory experiments are designed to 
reinforce concepts presented in class.  Emphasis is placed on developing problem solving skills and applying chemical knowledge to 
daily living, health, and the environment. Homework averages 30-45 minutes each night. 
  
Open to Grades: 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Grades of 80 or better in Chemistry CP; Grades of 70 or better in Chemistry Honors. 
 
 
309 CHEMISTRY 2 (Part 2) COLLEGE PREP  
This course is a continuation Chemistry 2-Part 1.  It is highly recommended for those planning to study nursing, pharmacy or other 
health-related fields at the college level. Students will learn more about the relationships studied in the first year chemistry course 
through a survey of the following topics; oxidation-reduction reactions, organic chemistry (including polymers and plastics), and 
nuclear chemistry.  Laboratory experiments are designed to reinforce concepts presented in class.  Students will learn to obtain and 
interpret health and safety information on Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS).  Emphasis is placed on developing problem solving 
skills and applying chemical knowledge to daily living, health, and the environment. Homework averages 30-45 minutes each night. 
  
Open to Grades: 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Chemistry 2 Part 1.   
 
 
322 ANATOMY & PHYSIOLOGY HONORS 
 (Part A—Support, Movement & Communication) 
This course involves a detailed study of the structure and function of the skin, skeleton, and muscles.  Students explore the nervous 
system, and senses in depth.  Laboratory exercises focusing on selected physiological experiments, dissections, and model building are 
integral parts of this course.  Homework averages 30 minutes each night. 
 
Open to Grades: 11, 12 
Prerequisites: Grades of 70 or better in Physical Science, Biology and Chemistry at the Honors Level, and grades of 80 or better in 
Physical Science, Biology, and Chemistry at the CP level. 
*Note:  Anatomy & Physiology Parts A & B are separate, though related courses.  If the student elects to take both courses, they may 
be taken in any sequence. 
 
 
 
 



 
323 ANATOMY & PHYSIOLOGY HONORS 
 (Part B—Maintenance) 
In this course students explore the structure and function of the Cardiovascular, Lymphatic, Respiratory, Digestive, and Urinary 
systems in detail.  Laboratory exercises focusing on selected physiological experiments, dissections, and model building are integral 
parts of this course. Homework averages 30 minutes each night. 
 
Open to Grades: 11, 12 
Prerequisites: Grades of 70 or better in Physical Science, Biology and Chemistry at the Honors Level, and grades of 80 or better in 
Physical Science, Biology, and Chemistry at the CP level. 
*Note:  Anatomy & Physiology Parts A & B are separate though related courses.  If the student elects to take both courses, they may 
be taken in any sequence. 
 
 
324 ENVIORNMENTAL ISSUES: HABITAT & SPECIES                 HONORS 
This course will involve the study of various types of natural habitats, the issues these habitats and species within them face, and how 
best to prevent and solve these issues.  The topics covered will range from endangered and invasive species to habitat loss, restoration, 
and improvement.  The main concentration will be the discussion of these issues and how best to help prevent and/or solve the 
problems, with a focus on local habitat and species.  There will be an emphasis on real world solutions, and the students will be 
responsible for planning and completing various types of projects both in class and on their own.   
 
Open to Grades: 11, 12  
Prerequisite:   Students must have demonstrated success in previous science courses including Physical Science, Biology, and 
Chemistry.  Grades of 80 or better in Honors level science courses and/or grades of 90 or better in CP level science courses are 
required. 
 
 
325  ENVIORNMENTAL ISSUES: GLOBAL ISSUES & ENERGY HONORS 
This course will cover many of the current global issues facing students today, including Global Warming, finding alternative energy 
sources for both transportation and electrical production, and environmentally friendly development.  The course will focus on how 
these problems began and how everyday choices and lifestyle can influence them.  There will be an emphasis on real world solutions.  
Homework will vary but students will be responsible for completion of various projects both in class and outside of school. 
 
Open to Grades: 11, 12  
Prerequisite:   Students must have demonstrated success in previous science courses including Physical Science, Biology, and 
Chemistry.  Grades of 80 or better in Honors level science courses and/or grades of 90 or better in CP level science courses are 
required. 
 
**Note:  Environmental Science Part A & B are separate though related courses.  Students may elect to take one or both 
sections of ES.  The sections may be taken in any order. 
 
 
351 AP PHYSICS    AP  
This course is calculus based and investigates many topics in Mechanics.  It expands on many of the topics in Physics honors.  
Students explore several investigations in mechanics.  Students must devote a considerable amount of time outside of class to 
complete the required work.  They should plan to take the AP Exam in Mechanics.  
 

PROFILE OF AN AP PHYSICS STUDENT 
 
Students seeking to enroll in the AP Physics course should: 
·  Have demonstrated excellence in previous science courses (Physical Science, Biology, Chemistry, and especially Physics).  
·  Be highly motivated and independent learners  
·  Demonstrate a genuine interest in the subject.  
·  Display a mature, positive attitude toward his/her studies 
·  Be prepared to work independently, as well as in groups, on projects and laboratory activities. 
·  Be committed to spending considerable time each night to master the principles, concepts, and vocabulary of a college-level 

physics course. 
 
Open to Grades: 12 
Prerequisite: B or Better in Physics Honors and concurrent enrollment in AP Calculus or Honors Intro to Calculus, or an A in College 
Prep Physics and approval of the physics teacher. Department Chair approval is required. 



 
 
 
326 PHYSICS HONORS (Part 1) HONORS  
This course is an intensive, algebra-based study of physics.  Part 1 topics include Dynamics and Mechanics (why and how objects 
move), Work, Energy, Momentum, and Power.  Experiments and class demonstrations are integral parts of this course.  Emphasis is 
placed on collecting and analyzing data and drawing conclusions from that information.  Homework averages 45 minutes to 1 hour 
each night. Students in Honors Physics must be highly motivated and be able to work independently as well as in a team.  This course 
addresses the physics learning standards in the Physical Science strand of the Massachusetts Science and Technology/Engineering 
Framework. 

Open to Grades: 11, 12 
Prerequisites:  Demonstrated excellence in previous science & math classes.  Grade of 80 or better in Chemistry Honors or Grade of 
90 or better in Chemistry CP. Students should have completed Algebra 2 and have taken or currently be enrolled in Pre-Calculus. 
 
 
327 PHYSICS HONORS (Part 2) HONORS  
This course is an intensive, algebra-based study of physics.  Part 2 Topics include Heat, Sound, Light and Optics, and Electricity and 
Magnetism.   Experiments and class demonstrations are integral parts of this course.  Emphasis is placed on collecting and analyzing 
data and drawing conclusions from that information.  Homework averages 45 minutes to 1 hour each night. Students in Honors 
Physics must be highly motivated and be able to work independently as well as in a team.  This course addresses the physics learning 
standards in the Physical Science strand of the Massachusetts Science and Technology/Engineering Framework. 

Open to Grades: 11, 12 
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Physics Hon Pt1. Students should have completed Algebra 2 and have taken or currently be 
enrolled in Pre-Calculus. 
 
 
328 PHYSICS COLLEGE PREP (Part 1) COLLEGE PREP 
This course, like Physics Honors, is an algebra based study of Physics; however, less emphasis is placed on the mathematic and more 
on the understanding of the topics.  Mathematics remains an integral tool for the class, Algebra I provides students with most of the 
required math skills for solving problems. Some additional math skills will be taught as needed. Part 1 topics include Dynamics and 
Mechanics (why and how objects move), Work, Energy, Momentum, and Power.  Experiments, projects, and demonstrations are 
integral parts of this course.  Problems and reading assignments are completed outside of class each day.  Homework averages 30 
minutes each night. This course addresses the physics learning standards in the Physical Science strand of the Massachusetts Science 
and Technology/Engineering Framework. 

Open to Grades: 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Grades of 80 or better in Chemistry CP; Grades of 70 or better in Chemistry Honors.  Successful completion of 
Geometry and enrollment in or completion of Algebra 2. 
 
329 PHYSICS COLLEGE PREP (Part 2) COLLEGE PREP 
This course, like Physics Honors, is an algebra based study of Physics; however, less emphasis is placed on the mathematic and more 
on the understanding of the topics.  Mathematics remains an integral tool for the class, Algebra I provides students with most of the 
required math skills for solving problems. Some additional math skills will be taught as needed. Part 2 topics include Heat, Sound, 
Light and Optics, and Electricity and Magnetism.  Experiments, projects, and demonstrations are integral parts of this course.  
Problems and reading assignments are completed outside of class each day.  Homework averages 30 minutes each night. This course 
addresses the physics learning standards in the Physical Science strand of the Massachusetts Science and Technology/Engineering 
Framework. 

Open to Grades: 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Successful Completion of Physics CP.   Successful completion of Geometry and enrollment in or completion of Algebra 
2. 
 
330  EARTH SCIENCE: ATMOSPHERE, CLIMATE & WEATHER   COLLEGE PREP 
Earth science encourages students to develop an appreciation for the powers and systems of nature and their impact on the human 
population. Natural disasters such as thunderstorms, blizzards and tornadoes are explored as well as the thinning of the ozone layer. 
Students will learn about methods of weather forecasting and the management of disasters that can result from extremes of weather.  
Climate studies will include global warming and the use of alternative sources of energy. The global impact of el Niño will also be 
explored. A foundation in geography and maps will be included for the purpose of locating areas of meteorological importance.  
 
Grades: 11 and 12 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Biology and Physical Science. 



 
 
 
331 EARTH SCIENCE: THE DYNAMIC EARTH IN SPACE      COLLEGE PREP 
Earth science encourages students to develop an appreciation for the powers and systems of nature and their impact on the human 
population. Natural disasters such as earthquakes, volcanoes and meteorites will be explored. This section of Earth Science will 
examine the development of the theory of plate tectonics leading to the formation of volcanoes and earth quakes. The rock cycle and 
minerals will be included.  Astronomy will focus on the formation of the universe, galaxies, solar system and the evolution of stars.  
The course begins with an introduction to geography and maps, emphasizing the Ring of Fire and other tectonically active areas. 
 
Grades: 11 and 12 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Biology and Physical Science. 
 
 
332  EARTH SCIENCE: THE HYDROSPHERE (OCEANS, RIVERS 7 GLACIERS) COLLEGE PREP 
Earth science encourages students to develop an appreciation for the powers and systems of nature and their impact on the human 
population. Natural disasters such as floods, tsunamis, and water shortages will be explored as well as their impact on the human 
population.  The dynamics of the ocean, rivers, watersheds and estuaries will be examined.  The availability of clean water and our 
aquifer will be discussed as well as the dynamics of glaciers. A unit on Hurricanes will be included due to their dependance on warm 
tropical oceans for development.  Maps and geography of the oceans, watershed topography, and river systems will also be included.  
 



 
 
 
 

Course 
Number Title 
 
413 FRENCH 1  CP 
Students can expect a beginning course in French language acquisition stressing the basic skills of listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing.  The student acquires listening and speaking skills through in-class activities and the language laboratory.  A variety of 
sources introduce the student to the culture and the customs of the French speaking world.  Oral presentations and role-playing are a 
major component of this course. 

Open to Grades: 9, 10, 11 

 
422 FRENCH 2  CP 
Students can expect a course conducted primarily in French that enables the student to become more proficient in the listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing of the language.  Oral work is stressed, although original written work is required.  The course is also 
designed to cultivate the students' interest in and appreciation of the culture and customs of the French speaking people. 
 
Open to Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of French 1 CP with a 70+ (C-) average.  Those students who passed Fr 1 CP with an average 
below 70 are encouraged to repeat French 1 in order to improve their proficiency level and opportunity for success in French 2. 
 
423 FRENCH 2  HONORS 
Students can expect a course conducted primarily in French that includes the same objectives as French 2 College Prep.  The students 
have more opportunity to experiment with speaking and writing French in increasingly less structured activities.  Reading materials, 
other than the text, are used to increase comprehension and vocabulary.  An appreciation of the culture and customs of the French 
speaking people is cultivated. 

Open to Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Recommended for those students who have successfully completed French 1 Accelerated in the Middle School with an 
88+ (B+) average or who earned a 92+ (A-) average in French 1 CP.  
 
432 FRENCH 3  CP 
French 3 College Prep uses an integral approach to language learning with emphasis on speaking, reading, and writing.  The students 
will acquire a solid grammatical base, expand their vocabulary, increase their knowledge of common idiomatic expressions, and 
acquire a realistic, up-to-date awareness of French culture and community.    

Open to Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of French 2 CP with a 70+ average. 
 
433 FRENCH 3  HONORS 
French 3 Honors, like French 3 College Prep, uses an integral approach to language learning.   In addition to being conducted 
primarily in French, the course includes more extensive reading, creative writing, and conversation, and a faster pace than in French 
3 College Prep.  A mandatory listening or DVD program is part of the Honors curriculum. 

Open to Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of French 2 Honors with an 80+ average or French 2 CP with an 85+ average. 
 

FOREIGN LANGUAGES 



 
442 FRENCH 4  HONORS 
443 FRENCH 4  CP 
Students will develop strong listening and speaking skills through a variety of learning activities which include a comprehensive 
listening program, French films, songs, conversational situations, and class presentations.  The class will be conducted in French with 
emphasis on student participation.  In addition, students will refine reading and writing skills with activities such as weekly writing 
assignments, journal entries, and literature, including Le Petit Prince.  Students will learn French culture both inside and outside the 
classroom, through field trips, cooking, art, the Internet, and the French Exchange Program.  Community resources will be utilized 
where appropriate.  Students electing the Honors level will be expected to complete additional assignments.  A mandatory listening 
program is part of the Honors curriculum. 

Open to Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of French 3 Honors with an 80+ average or French 3 CP  
with an 85+ for French 4 Honors.  For French 4 CP, students should have earned a 75+ in French 3 CP. 
 
457 AP FRENCH* 
Advanced Placement French, a two-semester course, focuses on four skills: reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  The use of 
original essays, debates, newspaper and magazine articles, short stories, films, songs, and plays develops proficiency in these skills.  
This course, which also includes intensive grammar review, vocabulary enrichment, listening programs, and critical writing, demands 
independent work and active participation in class.  Participants should intend to take the Advanced Placement Exam in May.  Only 
those students who meet the expected prerequisites should enroll. 

 

PROFILE OF AN AP FRENCH STUDENT 
·  Students take an active role in class, volunteering answers and expanding on ideas in class discussions. 
·  Students are willing to take risks in language, managing to communicate their ideas even if they lack the precise vocabulary. 
·  Students have a firm grasp of grammatical concepts; they seek to know the exception to the rule as well as the rule. 
·  Students seek out opportunities to experiment with the language, finding materials on line or listening to French music, seeing 

films in the target language. 
·  Students try to perfect their accent even if they may appear "silly" to others. 
·  Students have an active and passive vocabulary encompassing a wide-range of topics. 
·  Students are able to understand written and spoken French at a near native level if supplied with a context or essential vocabulary. 
·  Students are able to budget their time in order to give adequate attention to two or three AP courses. 
 
Open to Grade: 12 
Prerequisite: A minimum grade of 80 in French 4 Honors, teacher recommendation, and Department Chair approval. 
 
*Depending on enrollment, AP French and French 5 Honors may be taught in the same classroom.  If this occurs, AP students 
will be required to complete additional subject material, projects, and readings, as well as differentiated assessments.  Any 
change in course level (i.e. AP to Honors, or Honors to AP) must be completed within the first 3 weeks of the semester.  A 
Course Change Request Form is required to effect this change. 
 
478 FRENCH 5  HONORS* 
This fifth year course in the sequential French program is designed to improve communicative competence.  Although the four skills 
of listening, speaking, reading, and writing will continue to be emphasized, concentration will be on the active skills of speaking and 
writing.  Using a variety of methods, and materials, students will actively engage in communicating in French. 
 
Open to Grade: 12 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of French 4 Honors with an 80+ average or French 4 CP with an 85+ average and/or teacher 
recommendation. 
 
*Depending on enrollment, French 5 Honors and AP French may be taught in the same classroom.  If this occurs, AP students 
will be required to engage in additional subject material, projects, readings, and research papers, as well as differentiated 
assessments.  Any change in course level (i.e. AP to Honors, or Honors to AP) must be completed within the first 3 weeks of the 
semester.  A Course Change Request Form is required to effect this change. 
 
416 SPANISH 1  CP 
Students can expect a beginning course in Spanish that introduces the basic skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  
Emphasis on the aural/oral skills is encouraged, in addition to stressing the basic grammatical patterns of the language.  The student 
acquires these skills by use of the language laboratory and in-class activities.  A variety of sources introduce the student to the culture 
and civilization of the Spanish speaking world.  



 
 
Open to Grades: 9, 10, 11 

 
425 SPANISH 2  CP 
This second year course enables the student to gain a more thorough knowledge of the language.  The student acquires more use of 
Spanish through the creation and presentation of dialogues.  This course increases the student's power to read, speak, write, and 
comprehend Spanish while cultivating a deeper interest in the Spanish speaking countries, their customs, and their literature.  
 
Open to Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish 1 CP with a 70+ (C-) average.  Those students who passed Spanish 1 CP with an 
average below 70 are encouraged to repeat Spanish 1 to improve their proficiency level and opportunity for success in Spanish 2. 
 
426 SPANISH 2  HONORS 
This second year course conducted in Spanish enables students to become more proficient in reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  
Students will also learn more about Hispanic culture and acquire more ready use of Spanish through the creation and presentation of 
dialogues.  More individual work in composition and research prepares students for further advanced studies in the language. 
 
Open to Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Recommended for those students who have successfully completed Spanish 1 Accelerated in the Middle School with an 
88+ (B+) average or who earned a 92+ (A-) average in Spanish 1 CP. 
 
435 SPANISH 3  CP 
Spanish 3 College Prep is designed to further the fundamental skills in language, to place emphasis on reading comprehension, to 
provide opportunity for self-expression in speaking and writing, and to provide review materials which meet the students' needs.  The 
reading materials are the writings of representative authors of Spain and Spanish America, which present aspects of culture and 
thinking of the Hispanic peoples. 
 
Open to Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish 2 CP with a 70+ average.  
 
436 SPANISH 3  HONORS 
Spanish 3 Honors is conducted primarily in Spanish.  The course content is similar to that of Spanish 3 College Prep but the course 
proceeds at a faster pace.  Students will experience more emphasis on creative writing in Spanish and on reading original works of 
Spanish authors. 
 
Open to Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish 2 Honors with an 80+ average or Spanish 2 CP with an 85+ average. 
 



 
444 SPANISH 4  CP 
The student at this level is expected to develop strong listening and speaking skills, as the class is conducted in Spanish with emphasis 
on student participation.  This course offers a variety of reading selections with a sampling of both Latin American and Spanish 
authors.  Composition assignments will refine writing skills.  A mandatory listening program is part of the curriculum.  In all four 
areas of language proficiency - listening, speaking, reading, and writing - the student acquires a deeper knowledge of the Hispanic 
culture. 
 
Open to: Grades: 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Spanish 3 CP with a 75+ average. 
 
445 SPANISH 4  HONORS 
The student at this level is expected to develop strong listening and speaking skills, as the class is conducted in Spanish with emphasis 
on student participation.  This course offers a variety of reading selections with a sampling of both Latin American and Spanish 
authors.  Composition assignments will refine writing skills; oral presentations will increase fluency.  A mandatory listening program 
is part of the curriculum.  In all four areas--listening, speaking, reading, and writing--the student acquires a deeper knowledge of the 
Hispanic culture.  A faster pace, the expectation of more independent work, longer reading and writing assignments are typical of this 
course. 
 
Open to Grades: 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish 3 Honors with an 80+ average or Spanish 3 CP with an 85+ average.  
 
467 AP SPANISH* 
Advanced Placement Spanish, a two-semester course, focuses on four skills: reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  The use of 
original essays, debates, newspaper and magazine articles, short stories, films, songs, and plays develops proficiency in these skills.  
The course, which also includes intensive grammar review, vocabulary enrichment, listening programs, and critical writing, demands 
independent work and active participation in class.  Participants should intend to take the Advanced Placement Exam in May.  Only 
those students who meet the expected prerequisite should enroll. 
 

PROFILE OF AN AP SPANISH STUDENT 
·  Students take an active role in class, volunteering answers and expanding on ideas in class discussions. 
·  Students are willing to take risks in language, managing to communicate their ideas even if they lack the precise vocabulary. 
·  Students have a firm grasp of grammatical concepts; they seek to know the exception to the rule as well as the rule. 
·  Students seek out opportunities to experiment with the language, finding materials on line or listening to Spanish music, seeing 

films in the target language. 
·  Students try to perfect their accent even if they may appear "silly" to others. 
·  Students have an active and passive vocabulary encompassing a wide-range of topics. 
·  Students are able to understand written and spoken Spanish at a near native level if supplied with a context or essential 

vocabulary. 
·  Students are able to budget their time in order to give adequate attention to two or three AP courses. 
 
Open to Grade: 12 
Prerequisite: A minimum grade of 80 in Spanish 4 Honors, teacher recommendation, and Department Chair approval. 
 
*Depending on enrollment, AP Spanish and Spanish 5 Honors may be taught in the same classroom.  If this occurs, AP 
students will be required to complete additional subject material, projects, readings, and research papers, as well as 
differentiated assessments.  Any change in course level (i.e. AP to Honors, or Honors to AP) must be completed within the first 
3 weeks of the semester.  A Course Change Request Form is required to effect this change. 
 



 
479 SPANISH 5  HONORS* 
This fifth year course in the sequential Spanish program is designed to improve communicative competence.  Although emphasis will 
continue to be placed on the four skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing, concentration will be on the active skills of 
speaking and writing.  Using a variety of methods, techniques, and materials, students will actively engage in communicating in 
Spanish. 
 
Open to Grade: 12 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish 4 Honors with an 80+ average or Spanish 4 CP with an 88+ average or teacher 
recommendation. 
 
*Depending on enrollment, Spanish 5 Honors and AP Spanish may be taught in the same classroom.  If this occurs, AP 
students will be required to engage in additional subject material, projects, readings, and research papers, as well as 
differentiated assessments.  Any change in course level (i.e. AP to Honors, or Honors to AP) must be completed within the first 
3 weeks of the semester.  A Course Change Request Form is required to effect this change. 
 
 
480 SPANISH/FRENCH PRACTICUM  HONORS 

These two-semester courses are intended for students who have successfully completed Spanish or French 3 and who are interested in 
becoming teachers or who enjoy working with young children and would like to use their language skills to teach basic vocabulary and 
communication to elementary school students in the Mansfield Public Schools District.  Students will work with their instructor at the 
high school to prepare materials and instructional strategies which they will need to teach the language to elementary students.  This 
course cannot replace formal study of a foreign language for college admission.  A special application form, available from the Foreign 
Language Department Chair,  is needed for this course. 
 
Open to Grade: 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish or French 3.  Students must have the recommendation of their foreign language teacher. 
 



 
 
 

BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY 
 
 

Course 
Number Title 
 

516 DESKTOP PUBLISHING  CP  
 
Using Microsoft Publisher 2007, students will learn how to create online and print publications.  Publications will include brochures, 
flyers, newsletters, postcards, greeting cards, and web pages.  Using basic principles of design, students will be shown how to create 
their publications from scratch.  Digital cameras and scanners may also be used to complete projects. 
 
Open to Grades:  9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  keyboard proficiency 
 
521 ENTREPRENEURSHIP  CP 
 
This course provides an overview of the process of owning and managing a business.  The major functions of business (production, 
marketing, management, and finance) will be studied in order to prepare a business plan.  Students will use case studies, projects, and 
simulations to help develop their business plans throughout the trimester. 
 
Open to Grades:  9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Career Theory 
 
551 INTRODUCTION TO OFFICE CP 
 
Students will be introduced to the basic skills of using the 2007 Microsoft Office product suite (Word, Excel, and PowerPoint). 
 
Open to Grades:  9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  keyboard proficiency 
 
550 CAREER THEORY  CP 
 
Career Theory students will participate in activities which will improve their skills and enable them to achieve professional and 
personal success.  Topics covered include self-assessment, resume development, interviewing skills, public speaking, ethics, 
negotiations, teamwork and negotiating.  This course is strongly recommended for students who wish to make Career Pathways a 
senior option. 
 
Open to Grades:  9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  none 
 
 
543 PERSONAL FINANCE  CP 
 
This course will give students an introduction to Personal Finance.  Topics to be covered will include budgeting, investing, and 
managing credit.  Students will also take part in a variety of live simulation to enhance their personal finance skills. 
 
Open to Grades:  9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  none 
 
 
533 MARKETING  CP 
 
This course provides an overview of the marketing functions including pricing, distribution, promotion and product planning and 
enables students to use this knowledge in class projects.  Marketing students will participate in a wide variety of activities which will 
teach them about Marketing in the real world.   This course requires students to think creatively and critically to solve real life 
Marketing problems.    

 



 
 
Open to Grades:  10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Personal Finance OR Entrepreneurship 
 
 
552  ADVANCED OFFICE (Word)  CP 
 
Students will learn advanced Microsoft Word 2007 techniques to increase their proficiency.  Microsoft Word skills covered will 
include working with graphics, documents, and increasing efficiency. 
 
Open to Grades:  10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Introduction to Office OR Computer Applications I 
 
 
553 ADVANCED OFFICE (Excel/PowerPoint Advanced) CP 
 
Students will learn advanced Microsoft Excel and PowerPoint 2007 techniques to increase their proficiency.  Microsoft Excel skills 
covered will include advanced functions and formulas, working with multiple worksheets, and charts.  Microsoft PowerPoint skills 
covered will include advanced text formatting, tables, charts, and other visual elements. 
 
Open to Grades:  10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Introduction to Office OR Computer Applications I 



 
 

 

 
 

 
Course 
Number Title 
 

619 INTRODUCTION TO CULINARY ARTS  (Comp.) 
 
Students will learn basic baking techniques and the chemistry of food science.  This focuses on quick breads, cookies, bar cookies, 
yeast breads, cakes, and sauces.  Sanitation and safety in food preparation will be emphasized.  Reading comprehension, basic math 
concepts, and cognitive skills will be used in food preparation.  Classroom activities include the ability to analyze recipes, and 
evaluate outcomes.   
 
Open to Grades: 9, 10, 11 
 
 
620 CULINARY AND RESTAURANT MANAGEMENT  (Comp.) 
 
Proper food preparation techniques learned in Culinary Arts will form the foundation of a more in depth study of food preparation. 
Students will develop cookbooks, explore professional food preparation techniques, and learn creative food ideas. Units on foreign 
foods, regional American cooking and will also explore careers in the food industry.  
 

Open to Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Introduction to Culinary Arts (formerly Foods/Nutrition 1) with an 80 or better. 
 
643 INTRO TO CHILD DEVELOPMENT/THEORY  CP 
 
Students in this course will recognize that the development happens throughout our entire life, but the emphasis in this course will be 
on children from birth to the age of five. The focus of the course will be to prepare students to work directly with the children in a 
variety of circumstances by providing them with an understanding of physical, emotional, social, and intellectual development, 
developmental landmarks, and influences on developmental so that the care they provide for the children will be meaningful and 
promote the development of the whole child. Students will learn techniques such as floor time and positive behavioral guidance skills 
such as true choice and positive commands that will enable them to work with children in a more meaningful way either when 
babysitting, working in a child care center, or perhaps as a parent. Throughout the course, students will have the opportunity to 
design, develop and create age appropriate activities for children that promote development in all areas. As part of this course student 
will do observations at the little hornets’ child care center located across the street at the Robinson school. 
 
Open to Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Recommendation: Students planning a career in education, early childhood, child care, or any career that involves working with 
children, are strongly encouraged to elect this course. 
Note:  Students, upon graduation, may use this theory course along with the hours acquired by taking the practicum course toward 
becoming teacher certified by the Massachusetts Department of Early Education for children.  (DEEC) 
 

Human Development and  
Family Sciences   



 
645 CHILD DEVELOPMENT/PRACTICUM  CP 
 
Students selecting the Child Development Practicum course will have “hands on” experience working with infants, toddlers and/or 
preschoolers in the Little Hornets ChildCare Center located in the Robinson Elementary School across the street from the high school. 
The practicum portion of the child development allows students to put into practice the theories they’ve learned in Introduction to 
Child Development. Students are expected to write weekly evaluations on how they practice floor time, used positive commands, and 
give the children true choices as well as deciding how they helped children learn skills that promoted physical, emotional, social, and 
intellectual development. As part of their final exam may students will choose one or two children and create a picture scrapbook of 
development and four-page paper highlighting experiences promoting development in individual areas.  
 
Open to Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Introduction to Child Development/Theory with the minimum competency level of B, and/or 
the recommendation of Child Development teachers. 
Recommendation: Students planning a career in education, early childhood, child care, or any career that involves working with 
children, are strongly encouraged to elect this course. 
Note:  Upon graduation, students may use this theory course along with the hours acquired by taking the practicum course towards 
becoming teacher certified by the Massachusetts Department of Early Education for children (DEEC) 
 
655 INDEPENDENT LIVING  CP 
 
Independent living offers seniors a unique opportunity to learn about and practice skills necessary to live in today’s world.  Topics 
such as Birth Order, Personality Profile Types, Relationships, Relationship Violence, Communication, Alcoholism, AIDS, and 
Marriage allow students to better understand themselves as they need to make decisions for their future.  Students will also “play” 
the game of life as they choose a career related to what they plan to do after high school.  Once they choose this career, students 
learn to write resumes and cover letters to apply for jobs, manage a paycheck related to their chosen career, look for apartments, read 
and understand leases, plan a budget, manage checking accounts and credit, sell and buy/lease a car, and eventually learn the process 
of buying a house.  The course incorporates a variety of learning strategies such as note taking, handouts, discussions, group and 
individual projects as well as videos to support and bring the subject matter to alive. 
 
Open to Grade: 10, 11, 12 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The Health and Wellness Program is designed to provide learning experiences relating to the development and function of the human 
body, the principles of movement, and the application of fitness concepts to daily life.  Mansfield High School has a two-unit 
graduation requirement in Health and Wellness.  Students have to pass one of the two graduation units in the integrated wellness 
course in their freshman year.  The other unit could be completed in one of the other health and wellness electives.  Students will still 
have the option of participating in the interscholastic or community contract elective to complete the necessary second unit for 
graduation.  The primary goal of the department is to have students obtain the basic information and skills to make decisions and 
integrate behaviors that will result in a healthy lifestyle.  The department also seeks to present learning opportunities that will benefit 
students as they transition from high school to their post-secondary choices.  Career opportunities, skill acquisition and certification 
will be offered within the curriculum. 
 
Course 
Number Title 
 
964 HEALTH  (Comp.) 
 
This course will provide students with a comprehensive approach to relevant physical, social, emotional and psychological aspects of 
health education. Students will focus on learning such topics as personal safety, disease prevention, mental and emotional health, and 
human growth and development. Students will explore the relationship between positive decision making skills and its impact on a 
person overall level of health and wellness. Fostering ideas, learning and applying positive decision making skills will be a constant 
theme throughout this course. 
 
Open to Grades: 9 
All Grade 9 students are required to enroll in Health.  Performing Arts students should speak to their Guidance Counselor. 
 
965 WELLNESS/PHYS. ED. ELECTIVE  (Comp.) 
 
This course will help you increase your energy level, reduce fatigue and improve your fitness level while having fun. Learn how 
you’re eating habits, your choice of activities, and how much sleep you get can make a difference. Join us for strength training, 
aerobics, walking/jogging, outdoor activities, team games, and net games. 
 
Open to Grades: 10, 11, 12 
No limitation to units enrolled in. 
 
926 EXERCISE PHYSIOLOGY  (Comp.) 
 
This course will provide students the opportunity to develop individual fitness programs based upon personal fitness goals and the 
latest health/exercise information researched from contemporary media (i.e. health magazines, medical journals, etc.).  Fitness 
programs will be developed and monitored through individualized testing of cardiovascular endurance, muscular strength, and 
flexibility.  Students will set their own workout schedule and use the school track, weight room, aerobics equipment, as well as a 
computer to compose their program and research supporting physiological benefits.  Students will maintain a journal and develop 
training “contract” with the teacher.  Completion of this course will teach students how sustained physical activity can positively 
impact the body and contribute to a longer, healthier life. 
 
Open to Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of a physical education class and recommendation of a physical education teacher.  No limitation 
to units enrolled in. 
 
 
928 INTRODUCTION TO PERSONAL TRAINING  CP 
 
This course will provide each student with the skill set necessary to pass the National Academy of Sports Medicine’s course 
Foundations of Personal Training.  Topics to be covered include training guidelines, fundamentals of human movement, components 
of an exercise program, program design, and nutrition.  We will deliver this course through web CD featuring course materials, video 
lectures, handouts, and PowerPoint presentations.  Students will complete practical assessments, training logs of peer clients, peer 

Health and Wellness 
 



 
assessment; possible internship based on availability, and test and quizzes.  Successful completion of this course will afford these 
students the opportunity to earn a certification through National Academy of Sports Medicine to work in a health club setting. 
 
Open to Grades: 10, 11,12 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of a physical education class and recommendation of a physical education teacher. 
 
931 PERSONAL TRAINING/PRACTICUM  CP 
 
Students selecting Personal Training Practicum will work directly with Exercise Physiology classes, to develop group and 
individualized training sessions. This course will give students the opportunity to further develop and refine their skills learned 
Introduction to Personal Training. Students will complete practical assessments, training log of individualized and group clients and 
possible internship based on availability.     
·  Student who are interested in pursuing a career in Personal Training 
 
Open to Grades: 11, 12 
 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Introduction to Personal Training with the minimum competency level of B, and or the 
recommendation of a Physical Education Teacher  
 
Recommendation: Students planning a career in Exercise Physiology, Physical Therapy or Athletic Training.  
 
 

932 ATHLETIC TRAINING UPPERBODY  CP 
 
This course was created to introduce the student to the opportunities available in the athletic training and therapy fields.  The student 
will be educated in the six domains of athletic training, as well as hands on labs.  Topics will include muscular/skeleton anatomy, 
upper-body injury assessments, basic tapping principles, and rehabilitation techniques, prevention’s methods and safety concerns.  
This course will also touch on the role and liability of the athletic trainer in the field.  Students should be highly motivated with a 
background in anatomy for this course.  When completed the student will have the basic knowledge to make an advised decision on a 
therapeutic career in the future. 
 
Open to Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Recommendation from a physical education teacher. 
 



 
933 ATHLETIC TRAINING LOWERBODY  CP 
 
This course was created to introduce the student to the opportunities available in the athletic training and therapy fields.  The student 
will be educated in the six domains of athletic training, as well as hands on labs.  Topics will include muscular/skeleton anatomy, 
lower-body injury assessments, basic tapping principles, and rehabilitation techniques, prevention’s methods and safety concerns.  
This course will also touch on the role and liability of the athletic trainer in the field.  Students should be highly motivated with a 
background in anatomy for this course.  When completed the student will have the basic knowledge to make an advised decision on a 
therapeutic career in the future. 
 
Open to Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Recommendation from a physical education teacher. 
 
 

WELLNESS CONTRACTS 
 
 
 

 
Students may use Wellness Contracts only to fulfill graduation unit requirements.  Although the completed unit will appear on a 
student’s high school transcript, these contracts do not add cumulative credits to a student’s transcript or factor into calculation of 
GPA.  Students are allowed one Wellness Contracts per school year, except in Grade 9 (a Health course is a requirement for all 
freshman). 
 
 
 
 
 HEALTH AND WELLNESS INTERSCHOLASTIC 
 SPORTS CONTRACT 
 
This contract is for the student who wants to meet a Health and Wellness requirement through participation in an interscholastic sport.  
The contract is considered fulfilled once the student-athlete completes the athletic season in good standing and obtains a certificate of 
completion signed by the Coach, the Athletic Director and the Principal.  The student is responsible for submitting a copy of this 
certificate to his/her guidance counselor.  This does not apply to Grade 9 students.  A Health course is a requirement for all freshman. 
 
Open to Grades: 10, 11, 12 
 
 
 
 
 HEALTH AND WELLNESS COMMUNITY CONTRACT 
 
This contract is for the student who wants to meet a Health and Wellness requirement through participation in a community 
sponsored, adult supervised program.  Contracts must clearly identify an adult supervisor, require a minimum of 2 contact hours each 
week, and reflect a minimum of 36 contact hours.  The student is responsible for obtaining the Community Contract form from the 
Guidance office, as well as requesting a letter of confirmation from their adult supervisor.  The letter should be on the organization’s 
letterhead and confirm attendance and successful completion of the program.  Upon submission of both documents, the student’s 
requirement will be recognized and documented. This option requires prior approval. This does not apply to Grade 9 students.  A 
Health course is a requirement for all freshman. 
  
Open to Grades: 10, 11, 12 
 
 



 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 

Course 
Number Title 
 
821S ART I (Black & White Theory)  CP 
 
An introductory course intended for students serious in developing skills. An emphasis on the principals and elements of design, 
observational drawing and portraiture are taught in this class. Students learn how to use light, shadow, shade and tone, to create 
representational and abstract artwork. Students learn to manipulate the elements in a variety of two and three-dimensional media.  
Techniques are introduced and students are encouraged to develop their own style of work. Students become familiar with the 
problems of design, basic art elements, proper use of scale and perspective, and introduction of specialization. Assessments include 
periodic tests, process and product critiques, and weekly sketchbook assignments. Participation in regular departmental exhibitions is 
a course expectation. There is no prerequisite for this course, as this is the foundational course mandatory for all arts college, career-
path students. 
 
Open to Grades: 9, 10 
 
822S ART II (Color Theory)  CP 
 
This course involves advanced investigation of the principles and elements of art within six comprehensive units: still life, color and 
design from organic study, non-objective design, perspective, figure drawing and landscape through environmental observation. 
Students develop critical thinking and visual problem solving skills, knowledge, and vocabulary building upon the foundation 
established in Art I (Black & White Theory). Analyzing and mixing color will be fundamental skill taught in this class.  Research and 
class critiques help students to internalize specialized arts vocabulary and habits of mind. Weekly homework sketchbooks reinforce 
material learned in the classroom. Participation in regular departmental exhibitions is a course expectation.  
 

Open to Grades: 9, 10 
Prerequisite: Art I 
 
826 ADVANCED STUDIO ART (3-D)  HONORS  
 
This course will build upon principles of design and color.  A variety of media possibilities will be offered in a 3-dimensional format 
such as: clay, fibers, plaster and found objects.  Exploration of conceptual artwork will also be a part of the focus for this course. 
Some outside artwork will be required.  Art as a format for conveying ideas requires critical thinking.  We develop a method for 
establishing strong ideas and help students communicate those concepts in unique visually.  Both Art I and Art II are prerequisites. 
Participation in regular departmental exhibitions is a course expectation. 

Open to Grades: 10, 11, 12 (This course can be repeated) 
Prerequisite: Art I and Art II, grade of 80 or higher. Recommendation of instructor and permission of the Department Chair is required 
to take this course. 
 
 
 
 
 
827 ADVANCED STUDIO ART (Painting)  HONORS 
 
This course will continue the study of design, composition and color, through tempera, acrylic, oil, or watercolor painting, and other 
classic media.  Figure, landscape, and still life subject matter will be explored. Students will explore realism, surrealism and 
abstraction, and will be encouraged to pursue his or her personal style.  Portfolio preparation, matting, and art presentation techniques 
will be stressed.  This course is a must for all students interested in art school.  Outside art work, a sketchbook, and research is 
required. Participation in regular departmental exhibitions is a course expectation.  

V ISUAL ARTS 
  



 
 
Open to Grades: 10, 11, 12 (This course can be repeated) 
Prerequisites: Art 1 (Both sections), grade of 80 or higher. Recommendation of instructor and permission of the Department Chair is 
required to take this course. 
 
868 GRAPHIC DESIGN/YEARBOOK (2 trimesters)  HONORS 
 
This course is an opportunity for art students with desktop publishing skills to continue to develop by working in a client-based 
environment on projects that mimic a business model.  The primary assignment will be the design and layout of the Mansfield High 
School yearbook.  Additional assignment within the school and from community-based clients will be assigned on an as-needed basis.  
Completed assignments will make excellent additions to student portfolios.  Each student needs to complete a special application in 
the Visual Arts Department for consideration for this 2-trimester course. 
 
Open to Grades: 11, 12 
Prerequisites: Art I and Art in Technology I, grade of 80 or higher, and completion of a special application in the Visual Arts 
Department. 
 
857 PORTFOLIO PREPARATION I HONORS 
 
Students identify their skill strengths and weaknesses at an initial interview with the teacher at the beginning of the semester.  Students 
will also be asked to identify the focus area(s) within visual arts that they may have an interest in.  The goal of this semester will be do 
observational artwork in a variety of media to meet the universal requirement of most post-secondary art programs.  In addition, 
students will work on areas of weakness and in areas of interest (i.e., architecture, graphic design, apparel design, fine arts, etc.) during 
this semester.  The teacher will keep an inventory of work and record of assessment to help the student develop his/her portfolio. 
 
Open to Grade: 11 only  
Prerequisites: 2 trimesters, Min. Grade of 80 in any combination of 4 Visual Arts Courses (including both sections Art I and Art II). 
Recommendation of instructor and permission of the Department Chair is required to take this course. 
 
858 PORTFOLIO PREPARATION II  HONORS 
 
Students move into Honors Portfolio Prep II in the first semester of their senior year.  The semester will begin with a formal portfolio 
review by not less than 3 visual arts teachers.  The portfolio review will establish which pieces of art are currently acceptable for 
college application.  The reviewing teachers will reach a consensus of opinion on what additional work each student needs to do to 
complete the preparation of their portfolios.  The final stage of the course requires that the students create professional digital and 
original presentations of their work, including descriptive labels and narrative artist statements for the college admissions process.  
Simultaneously, Visual Arts teachers will work with students to help them identify appropriate target schools to apply to, based on 
their interest, skill level, as well as environment, financial aid, etc.  
 
Open to Grade: 12 only (First semester) 
Prerequisites: Honors Portfolio I 
 
 
 
841S CERAMICS I (Sculpture)  CP 
 
This introductory course in ceramics will cover the basic techniques of hand-building.  In addition, students will be introduced to the 
various stages of clay process including various firing and glazing techniques.  Students will explore a variety of glazing and surface 
decoration.  Students will need to understand the application of the elements and principles of design relating to 3d space, develop 
skill in personal expression, as well as aesthetic valuing and historical references to this art form and its methods.  Students will 
participate in written and oral critiques.  Students will also be encouraged to develop their own projects, individual directions, and 
ideas in the creative range of clay. Participation in regular departmental exhibitions is a course expectation 
 
Open to Grades: 9, 10,  
 
842S CERAMICS II (Vessels & Pottery)  CP 
 
The objective of Ceramics II is to fine tune skills for students who have achieved a level of technical competence in ceramics.  In 
addition, students will become more aware of historical and multicultural ceramic art and its influence on contemporary art.  
Individualized concentration on throwing, hand-building and decorating techniques will be explored.  Students will be expected to do 



 
out of class research and participate in written as well as oral critiques.  A large emphasis will be placed on developing skills in 
personal expression, conceptual exploration, and aesthetic value. 
 
Open to Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Ceramics I (Sculpture), grade of 80 or higher. 
 
846 ADVANCED STUDIO CERAMICS  HONORS  
 
The objective of Advanced Studio Ceramics is to continue to fine tune skills developed in Ceramics I and Ceramics II.  This course is 
essential for students who wish to pursue ceramics at the college level.  A strong emphasis will be placed on personal expression as 
students work in a more individualized way.  Students will be encouraged to explore the creation of new glazes and make creative 
decisions.  Students will be applying the art history of contemporary ceramics as well as current developments in the ceramics field.  
 
Open to Grades: 10, 11, 12 (This course can be repeated) 
Prerequisite: Ceramics I and Ceramics II, grade of 80 or higher. Recommendation of the instructor and approval by the Department 
Chair required. 
 
851 ART AND TECHNOLOGY I  CP 
 
This is an introduction to the integration of visual arts and technology.   Students will learn methods of visual transformation within 
computer technology capacities available at MHS. Students develop their technical skills by creating original artwork. Students will 
explore the results of linking these new electronic art tools to existing visual art concepts and processes.  Within various applications 
of a digital camera, scanner, and Adobe PhotoShop software, students will begin learning to compose quality graphic designs or 
illustrations suitable for a variety of arts professional applications using the digital technology of today. Participation in regular 
departmental exhibitions is a course expectation. (Note: A lab fee for printing will be required). 
 
Open to Grades: 10, 11 
 
852 ADVANCED ART AND TECHNOLOGY  HONORS 
 
This upper level art course is an integration of visual arts and technology.   Students who have successfully completed the 
foundational course work of Art And Technology I will learn apply the methods of visual transformation within computer technology 
to practical assignments. Working in a client-based model, students will provide support for the production of high school 
publications, including the yearbook, periodic community projects and the MHS video news program. Participation in regular 
departmental exhibitions is a course expectation. (Note: A lab fee for printing will be required).  
 
Open to Grades: 11, 12 (This course can be repeated) 
Prerequisite: Art and Technology I, grade of 80 or higher or proof of fluency in multi-media software. Recommendation of the 
instructor and approval by the Department Chair required. 
 
861 DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY  (Comp.) 
 
This course is designed to teach students photography as an art form.  In addition to learning the fundamentals of digital photography 
techniques, students will learn about the history of photography, its role in society and culture, and how photography changes the 
way you see the world.  Serious  
photography students will also use this course to help prepare portfolios for college admissions as photography majors. (Note: 
Students must use their own digital cameras for this class and a lab fee for printing will be required). 
 
Open to Grades: 9-12, no prerequisites required. 
 
862S  ART HISTORY STUDIO HONORS 
 
This course is an introduction to art history through activities and art-making.  Connections to the political, religious, and social 
aspects of human culture will be explored. Students will explore art history to construct a context in which stylistic categories of art-
making can be examined. Meaningful writing assignments will assess student learning. Significant art traditions from the Ancient 
through contemporary trends will be reviewed. This is an ideal primer for students considering the more challenging AP Art History 
course for possible college credit. 
 
Open to Grades: 10, 11, 



 
 
859  AP ART HISTORY 
 
Course content will cover significant movements in painting and drawing, sculpture architecture and other media.  Connections to the 
political, religious, and social aspects of human culture will be explored.  In addition, the role of ethnicity and gender in art history 
will be covered.  Students will use their understanding of art history to construct a context in which stylistic categories of art-making 
can be examined.  The subject matter will be reviewed through a combination of lectures, art-making exercises, and meaningful 
writing assignments.  Students will be adequately prepared to take the AP Art History Exam, which contains multiple choice and essay 
questions to measure the breadth and depth of student understanding in art history.  Significant areas of study will include the Ancient 
through Medieval period, art history outside of European traditions in Africa, the Americas, Asia, the Near East, Oceania, as well as 
Islamic art.  The period from the Renaissance to present time will also be reviewed.  
 
Open to Grades: 11, 12  
Prerequisite: Approval by the Department Chair required. 
 
 

PROFILE OF AN AP ART HISTORY STUDENT  
 
1. A demonstrated appreciation for art and the role of art in human culture throughout recorded history. 
2. A general appreciation for history. 
3. Exceptional study, research, and analytical skills. 
4. A confident and thoughtful participant in group discussions and as a presenter of his/her own projects. 
5. Proficiency using the Internet, word processing and image editing software. 
6. Excellent narrative writing skills. 
7. Good, independent work habits – the ability to manage significant research and writing homework in conjunction with other 

coursework. 
8. A willingness to prepare for and take the AP College Board Exam. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Course 
Number Title 
 
PA811Y CONCERT CHOIR DAY  HONORS 
 
Concert Choir is a singing organization at MHS open to all students who have a sincere desire to sing and perform.  Concert Choir is 
the core, entrance ensemble for all vocal students.  Vocal parts range from Soprano I and II, Alto I and II, Tenor, and Bass.  Students 
will have many opportunities to perform a wide range of choral music from as early as the 13th century to present day.  Students will 
be asked to attend some extra rehearsals for the Annual Cabaret Night Performances, the Winter and Spring Concerts, and other 
events that may be scheduled by the director and the Performing Arts Department.  As a member in good standing, students are 
eligible to audition for the S.E. District, All-State, and SEMSBA, or other competitive opportunities sought by the director.   
 
Open to Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 
 
 
873 DRAMA 1  CP 
 
This course is designed for students who have not yet any drama experience at Mansfield High School.  All students will explore the 
various aspects of theater including performance, improvisation, group scene work, monologue, character analysis, theater history, and 
production work.  Students will perform scenes and monologues from a variety of plays and will be expected to attend and write a 
critique of live performance outside of school.  This is a performance/project-based course in which students will be expected to 
participate in all areas of study.  Students will perform and produce a final project for an audience.  
 
Open to Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 
 
 
878 DRAMA 2/3  CP 
 
This theatre arts course is designed for students who are serious about acting and directing.   
Students will read a range of plays, prepare monologues, write monologues and scenes, study dialogue, direct ensemble pieces, and 
develop critical thinking. This is a performance/project-based course in which students will be expected to participate in all areas of 
study.  Projects will include performances that are written, directed, and produced for an audience.  Students will be expected to 
analyze and critique their theatrical experiences.  Students will be expected to complete written assignments that involve attending, 
analyzing and critiquing plays outside of school. Third year drama students will take on more of a directing role. 
 
Open to Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Drama 1. 
 
 
PA879Y STAGE CRAFT 1  CP 
 
This course is an introduction to the technical theatre which is the “behind the scenes” components that make a theatre run.  Students 
will begin to understand the level of professional craftsmanship needed which will allow them to prepare for a career as a theatre arts 
designer, technician, director, production staff, or crewmember.  Students will apply their learning to operate the sound, lighting, and 
set movement capabilities of the Auditorium.  Group and individual safety will be stressed including operation of fire prevention 
devices and proper technique in areas such as rigging, curtain movement, sound system uses, and sound and lighting design forms.  
Creation of visual effects including operating and maintaining props, tools, scenery construction, lumber classifications, fasteners, 
scenery hardware and painting techniques will be directly experienced.  Guest speakers will present information on electrical and 
lighting systems, as well as Massachusetts’ regulations and codes for safety in constructing theatre sets. Guest artists and designers 
from professional theater companies will come in to the classroom to provide additional expertise in these areas.  Students must be 
available to participate on set crew on designated weekends and performance dates. 
 
Open to Grades: 10, 11, 12 
 

PERFORMING ARTS 



 
 
894 MUSIC APPRECIATION CP 
 
Music appreciation is a course designed for students who are both musicians and non-musicians who are interested in learning how to 
be more informed musical listeners. Students will learn the basics of music through the study of the music that they currently listen to. 
Students will also study basic concepts of songwriting, music history, and world music. The curriculum is based around the students 
personal music tastes. Students are encouraged to bring in their iPods and CD’s so that music can be shared in class and discussed in 
relationship to the curriculum.   
 
Open to Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 
 
 
890S MUSIC THEORY & COMPOSITION/ARRANGING 1  CP 
891S MUSIC THEORY & COMPOSITION/ARRANGING 2  CP 
 
Music Theory 1 and 2 are courses designed for students who have a serious interest in understanding the fundamentals of music and 
applying those fundamentals to composition and arranging.  Students will learn basic concepts of pitch, rhythm, harmony, scales, and 
modes.  Students will also be drilled in ear training.   In music theory 1, students will learn to apply those fundamentals to basic 
composition projects using small form. In music theory 2, students will utilize more advanced composition and arranging techniques 
using key change, modal harmony, large form, and large ensemble writing.  It is preferred that students are able to play an instrument 
or sing so that compositions and arrangements can be played in class.  Students are expected to have a portfolio of arrangements and 
compositions by the end of music theory 2.  Students may take music theory 2 as many times as they desire to enhance portfolio, 
compositions skills, and ear training abilities.  
 
Open to Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Previous Music Theory or musicianship level. Students of musicianship 2 are encouraged to enroll in Music Theory 2. 
 
 
883S HISTORY OF ROCK AND ROLL MUSIC 1  CP 
 
This course gives students an historical collage of Rock and Roll Music from 1955 through the present.  Students will learn about the 
movers and shapers of events that have created modern American and World Music. Unit topics units will include Rock and Roll 
Roots, the British Invasion, Classic Rock Decades.  Rock History will begin with the Roots of Rock in early 20th century Jazz and 
Blues and extend to the emergence of Disco in the 1970’s.  Students can expect to improve writing, research, critical thinking and oral 
presentation skills throughout this course. 
 
Open to Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 
 



 
 
887S HISTORY OF ROCK AND ROLL MUSIC 2  CP 
 
This course gives the students the continuation of rock & Roll (Part I).  Unit topics will include the 80’s, heavy metal, and extend to 
the rock music of the 21st Century.  Students can expect to improve writing, research, critical thinking, and oral presentation skills 
throughout this course. 
 
Open to Grades: 10, 11, 12 
 
 
830 PROJECT BAND/JAZZ STUDIES CP 
 
This class is comprised of students who already play a band, orchestra, or rhythm section instrument. Vocalists are also encouraged to 
join this class.  Students will be exposed to multiple styles of music including, but not limited to, jazz, rock, latin, blues, and others. 
Students will learn how to arrange music for their respective project bands and will perform roughly once per week in class. Students 
will be graded based on their performance quality and their participation in class. Students are encouraged to take this class multiple 
times in order to hone their arranging skills as well as their ability to play in small and large ensemble settings.  
 
Open to Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Approval of teacher.  (This class may be taken multiple times) 
 
 
PA832Y SELECT JAZZ ENSEMBLE  HONORS 
 
Jazz Ensemble is a small group restricted to a set instrumentation.  Students must be enrolled in the Band, Chorus, & Orchestra 
Program to participate.  Materials include the study of jazz styles, literature, history, and improvisation and arranging.  Performances 
will include the winter and spring concerts, annual art show, and 2-3 community events.  Attendance is mandatory at all performances. 
 
Open to Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Signature of Band Director 
 
 
PA820Y BAND  HONORS 
 
The Mansfield High School Band is a diverse musical performance ensemble.  The Band provides the opportunity to learn and apply 
reading skills, the performance skills and interpretive skills of music.  Band members are not only able to attain a high degree of 
proficiency on their respective instruments but also an awareness of and appreciation for fine music.  Band performances will include 
all home football games, five community parades and local events as requested and approved by the school department.  Students 
must be members in good standing to participate in regional and state level solo competitions.  Band members may elect and/or 
audition for Jazz Band, Winter Percussion, and Color Guard which all meet in the evening and on weekends during competition 
season.  The Band is one ensemble that performs marching, pep, and concert literature. 
 
Open to Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 
 
PA888Y ORCHESTRA  HONORS 
 
Students will study a variety of literature composed for orchestra.  A minimum of two concerts will be performed each year, with 
some rehearsals and performances occurring outside of the school day.  All rehearsals and performances are mandatory.  Meetings and 
special events are scheduled at the discretion of the director.  As members in good standing, MHS Orchestra students are eligible to 
audition for state music festivals and regional performing groups.  Chamber orchestra or other advanced groupings may be available to 
orchestra members by audition.  Orchestra is open to students who play string, wind or percussion instruments. 
 
Open to Grades:  9,10,11,12 
 
895 SELECT CHOIR HONORS 
 
Select Choir is an advanced choir offering this small vocal ensemble will sing and perform a mostly a cappella repertoire and will be 
featured in all of the concert choir performances.  All MHS students are welcome to audition.  Rehearsals and performances are 
mandatory. 
 
Open to Grades: 10, 11, 12 



 
Prerequisite:  Concert Choir Day Honors Class and Audition (June auditions for Fall enrollment) 
 
 
885 COLOR GUARD (NIGHT) AFTER SCHOOL 
 NO GPA 
Students will study and perform various aspects of competitive Color Guard styles.  Emphasis is placed on marching, choreography, 
and equipment carriage techniques. Color Guard is a school year activity. Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings and Saturdays 
throughout the academic year.  Attendance at rehearsals and all school and civic performances is mandatory. 

Open to Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 
 
 
889 AFTER SCHOOL ORCHESTRA AFTER SCHOOL 

 NO GPA 
Students will study a variety of literature composed for orchestra.  A minimum of two concerts will be performed each year, with 
rehearsals and performances occurring outside of the school day.  All rehearsals and performances are mandatory.  Meetings and 
special events are scheduled at the discretion of the director.  As members in good standing, MHS Orchestra students are eligible to 
audition for state music festivals and regional performing groups.  Chamber orchestra or other advanced groupings may be available 
to orchestra members by audition.  After School Orchestra is open to all students who play string, wind, or percussion instruments 
and meet the required skill level. 

Open to Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Course 
Number Title  
 
 
089 ACADEMIC SKILLS WORKSHOP I (Open to Grades 9, 10)  (Comp.) 
062 ACADEMIC SKILLS WORKSHOP II (Open to Grades 11, 12) (Comp.) 
 
Academic Skills Workshop I for Freshmen and Sophomores focuses on instruction and practice for building excellent 
study skills habits.  Academic Skills Workshop II for upper grades is designed to promote student self-direction and 
advocacy with the desired result being effective school performance.  All students receive academic assistance from peer 
tutors provided by the Academic Learning Center.  The step by step activities will show you: 
 

·  How to organize, set priorities and goals, and manage time. 
·  How to take better notes for better test results. 
·  How to improve your reading comprehension. 
·  How to know, comprehend, and apply math concepts. 
·  How to prepare for MCAS. 

 
To this end, we seek: SKILL + EFFORTS = ACHIEVEMENT 
 
 
923 PROJECT TEAMMATE 
 
Project Teammate is collaboration between regular and special educational staff, which creates a special learning opportunity for both 
regular and special education students.  Special needs students and their “Teammates” work together in both their physical education 
and vocational, academic and social skills.  In the physical education class, activities are developed which teach the importance of 
physical fitness, develop each student’s stamina, endurance and flexibility, prepare for the Special Olympics, develop fine and gross 
motor skills, improve mobility and model behavior and social skills.  In the vocational skills class, the “teammates’ reinforce 
appropriate work behavior and social skills within a vocational setting with jobs in the school and local businesses in the community. 
In the academic class partners will work together to support partners to fulfill classroom expectations with in the main stream. 
Students may also work with postgraduate students in the area of transition skills from school to independent life skills.  If selected, 
you will work through the K-12 system providing mentoring to individuals with disabilities.  The coursework includes completion of a 
weekly journal, assigned readings and case studies, site-visitation and a reaction paper to an outside educational facility, on-site field 
trips to hear presentation by professionals in the field of special education and vocational rehabilitation, and a final paper on a specific 
disability. 
 
Open to Grades: 11,12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of a physical education class. 
**This class is limited to 20 students per trimester. 
 
 

OTHER COURSES  



 
 

COURSES REQUIRING APPLICATIONS 
 
Students who wish to seek any of the following course opportunities must complete an application (please note – each course has its 
own individual application).  The course must be listed as an “Alternate Choice” during registration.  Course numbers are not 
available to students and will not appear in the Program of Studies or on scan sheets. 
 
Once the student has completed an application and has been accepted to the course, the opportunity will replace an elective (see 
registration sheet). 
 
 
920 ACADEMIC LEARNING CENTER TUTOR 
 
To elect the Academic Learning Center Peer Tutor Program you must meet the following qualifications: demonstrated academic 
excellence, and the social and emotional maturity necessary to connect with students seeking supportive academic services. As a 
tutor you will be assigned to the Academic Learning Centers at MHS and Qualters Middle School and will be matched with targeted 
students in the district who need supportive help with the specific skills and strategies needed for content area mastery. As a member 
of the Academic Learning Center, you will be actively participating in a unique educational experience. The leadership skills you 
will develop will provide you with a competitive edge as you explore post secondary school opportunities. In addition, you will be 
making a huge difference in the lives of those who are seeking help with their academic program. 
 
Open to Grade: 12 
Students seeking this tutoring opportunity must complete an application, which can be obtained from the Academic Learning Center 
Coordinator. 
 
 
EDUCATIONAL INTERN 
  
English (904) Social Studies (913S) Mathematics (908S) Science (912) 
Business (903) Foreign Language (905S) Child Development (906) Arts (902S) 
Foods (906) Health (906)   

 
Open to qualified seniors only (see Prerequisite).  You will assist a teacher with classroom preparation and instructional activities in 
the discipline of your choice.   
 
Open to Grade: 12 
Prerequisite: You must have a minimum average of 80 in every course taken in the discipline in which you wish to serve as an 
Educational Intern or an overall average of 80 if you wish to serve as a Educational Intern in Special Education.  Selection will be 
made by the department chairperson and enrollment is not guaranteed. 
Application required: Students wishing to participate must complete an application, which can be obtained from the appropriate 
Department Chairperson.  Students who wish to apply for internships in Foods, Child Development, or Health should see the teachers 
of those classes. 
 
 



 
Course 
Number Title  
 
 
001 MHS SENIOR OPTION LEARNING 
 
Starting with the 2009-10 school year, all seniors may elect to participate in one of the following programs for credit toward 
graduation.  Known as “The Senior Option,” these offerings are designed to provide students with meaningful learning opportunities 
that are rigorous, relevant, and standards-based.  Additionally, they assist in the transition process to post-secondary education and/or 
the workforce. 
 
To be eligible for the Senior Option, the student must be:  in good academic standing (no failures during the 2nd semester of the junior 
year) and have no major disciplinary infractions (Level II or Level III offenses) during the same period.  As enrollment in a Senior 
Option program will involve late arrival or early dismissal from school, a written contract with parental consent will be required for 
each program. 
 
 
Senior Option programs include: 
 
970 CAREER PATHWAYS/WORK STUDY 
 
This program combines service with cooperative career education.  Using unpaid internships, paid work-study opportunities, and 
organized community service projects, the program coordinator develops supervised placements in both the public and private sector.  
Cooperative education is based upon the principle that what students learn in the workplace or in serving others is a valuable 
compliment to what they learn in the classroom.  This experience addresses life skill competencies, such as reliability, follow-through, 
punctuality, and responsibility, which are all necessary to be successful in the workplace.  Student interns have the opportunity to 
evaluate both college and career directions, while gaining valuable professional contacts. 
 
The program requirements include the maintenance of a daily journal of placement-related activities, submission of a portfolio 
documenting evidence of achievements/accomplishments, and the submission of a term paper or work-related project which combines 
research and reflection. Students must work at their placements for a minimum of five (5) hours per week.  The program coordinator 
will meet periodically with students to review progress and will also communicate remotely through a virtual learning environment 
(VLE). Job site supervisors will also provide a formal evaluation.  
 
 
971 SENIOR PROJECT 
 
This culminating exit project allows a senior to demonstrate his or her mastery of the MHS Academic Expectations through a real-
world application of skills and knowledge.  For the senior project, a student chooses a topic of personal interest and develops an 
essential question that will be addressed through substantive research and fieldwork.  The project must be a true “learning stretch” for 
the student and incorporate rigorous, applied learning in multiple disciplines. 
 
The program requirements include a minimum of twenty (20) hours of fieldwork where the research is conducted.  The student must 
obtain an independent mentor who is knowledgeable about the topic for all fieldwork.  The mentor should be able to provide support 
and guidance, helping with the project’s substance, time management, and responsibility.  Students must also submit a thesis-driven 
research paper and compile a portfolio that documents and reflects upon the senior project experiences.  Additionally, after the 
submission of the paper and portfolio, the student must give a professional oral presentation to a panel of judges including faculty and 
community members. The program coordinator will meet periodically with students to review progress and will also communicate 
remotely through a virtual learning environment (VLE).  
 
 
972 DUAL ENROLLMENT 
 
 
This program allows seniors to simultaneously earn college credit toward a post-secondary diploma at a local community college that 
will also count as credit toward a high school diploma.  Students may enroll as a non-matriculating student at Massasoit Community 
College, Bristol Community College, or Bridgewater State College in a pre-approved, credit-bearing course.   
 



 
The grade earned at MCC, BCC, or BSC will be the grade assigned for dual enrollment.  All expenses for tuition, fees, and textbooks 
are the responsibility of the student and his/her parent.  Successful completion of dual enrollment at MHS will require authorized 
enrollment in two separate courses at one of the aforementioned colleges. 
 
 
973 ONLINE COURSES 
 
This option allows a student to enroll in both semester-long and year-long online courses.  Courses will be at both the high school and 
college levels and may be selected from a pre-approved list of providers.  Courses taken must be classes that are not being offered at 
MHS. This option is for a mature student who has a high degree of self-motivation, self-discipline, and independence.   
 
Online course grades will appear on a student's transcript as reported to Mansfield High School by the online provider.  All expenses 
for tuition, fees, and textbooks are the responsibility of the student and his/her parent. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sample blank schedule  
 

Period Trimester 1 (60 days) Trimester 2 (60 days) Trimester 3 (60 days) 
1 

7:25-8:32 am 
 

   

2 
8:37-9:44 am 

 

   

3 
9:53-11:00 am 

 

   

4 
11:05 am-12:37 pm 

(includes lunch) 
 

   

5 
12:42-1:49 pm 

 

   

 
See sample schedules for grades 9-12 on reverse page 



 
Sample Freshman Year – w/Trimesters 

Period Trimester 1 (60 days) Trimester 2 (60 days) Trimester 3 (60 days) 
1 

7:25-8:32 am 
English 9  English 9  English 9 

2 
8:37-9:44 am 

Algebra I Algebra I Algebra I 

3 
9:53-11:00 am 

Western Civ 2 Western Civ 2 Elective 

4 
11:05 am-12:37 pm 

(includes lunch) 

Elective For Language For Language 

5 
12:42-1:49 pm 

Integrated 
Wellness 

Biology Biology 

 
Sample Sophomore Year – w/Trimesters 

Period Trimester 1 (60 days) Trimester 2 (60 days) Trimester 3 (60 days) 
1 

7:25-8:32 am 
English 10  English 10  English 10  

2 
8:37-9:44 am 

Geom  Geom  Geom  

3 
9:53-11:00 am 

Bio  Elective Bio  

4 
11:05 am-12:37 pm 

(includes lunch) 

US History Elective US History  

5 
12:42-1:49 pm 

Elective For Language For Language 

 
Sample Junior Year – w/Trimesters 

Period Trimester 1 (60 days) Trimester 2 (60 days) Trimester 3 (60 days) 
1 

7:25-8:32 am 
 

Elective English 11  English 11  

2 
8:37-9:44 am 

Algebra II Algebra II Elective 

3 
9:53-11:00 am 

Chemistry Elective Chemistry 

4 
11:05 am-12:37 pm 

(includes lunch) 

US History II US History II Elective 

5 
12:42-1:49 pm 

For Language Elective For Language 

 
Sample Senior Year – w/Trimesters 

Period Trimester 1 (60 days) Trimester 2 (60 days) Trimester 3 (60 days) 
1 

7:25-8:32 am 
Senior Option Senior Option Senior Option 

2 
8:37-9:44 am 

English 12 CP English 12 CP Elective 

3 
9:53-11:00 am 

Elective Elective Math 

4 
11:05 am-12:37 pm 

(includes lunch) 

Elective Elective Elective 

5 
12:42-1:49 pm 

Elective Elective Elective 

** All classes are 67 min in duration, except Period 4, which is 68 min 


